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A GLANCE ALONG THE PATHWAY. 


Prospect aND Rerrospectr FOR PsycmIC RESEARCHERS, 


(Continued from page 162.) 


After his brief survey of the changed position of psychic 
science and his illustrations of the wide appreciation thereof, 
reported in our issue of last week, Dr. Powell proceeded, in his 
address to the Marylebone Spiritualist Association, to ask what 
were some of the concomitants and consequences of this change? 
To describe and discuss them all would mean a night session 
of that association. Let them, he said, look at a few. 

(1) The rehabilitation of Christianity. He (the speaker) 
had no patience with those who saw diversity and antagonism 
between Christianity and psychic science. Christianity was 
psychic science and psychic science was Christianity. Chris- 
tianity could not be properly understood save through a know- 
ledge of psychic science. Its principles seemed arbitrary, its 
history incredible, its doctrines unintelligible until psychic 
science came in to explain and to interpret. When he was 
speaking at the Queen’s Hall some time ago, he was asked 
from the audience, " Do you not think psychic science will 
empty all the churches?” He replied, “ On the contrary, I 
think it will fi” all the churches by convincing mankind of the 
reality and substantiality of the claims of Christianity, and 
this ina way that nothing else can do.” He (the speaker) had 
quoted Myers again and again in saying that, but for psychic 
research, nobody in one hundred years’ time would have believed 
in the Resurrection of Christ. Thanks to psychic research, in 

one hundred years’ time—aye, and before—Myers declared 
that everybody would believe in it. No truer word was ever 
uttered. Almost before we had ceased to think of Myers's death 
as a recent event, and while his wife was still alive, the fulfil- 
ment of his forecast was more than half-realised. The Incarna- 
tion, the Resurrection, the Transfiguration, the whole scheme of 
Christianity—all were lighted up by psychic science. We saw the 
fourth Gospel to be the esoteric treatise, and got it into its 
proper focus with the three synoptists, thanks to psychic 
science. The ancient esoteric teaching was being recovered 
and made ready for application to the needs of the new time. 
That was infinitely more wholesome than the so-called “ Higher 
Criticism,” with its emendations, explanations and interpreta- 
tions, many of them making greater demands upon the faculty 
of belief than the record as it originally stood. 

(2) “Scarcely less important,” said Dr. Powell, "is the 
changed attitude of Christianity towards psychie science. 
Originally it was stigmatised as of the devil, and then regarded 
with profound suspicion. Now it is more and more widely 
accepted as a potent and essential auxiliary. The Rev. F. 
Fielding-Oald and the late Rev. Arthur Chambers are only two 
among many clergymen who bave boldly proclaimed their 
acceptance of the leading principles of psychic science. I have 
heard one of the great preachers of the day, the Vicar of 
a suburban parish, who preaches to thirteen hundred or four- 
teon hundred people on a Sunday, flatly declare from the pulpit 
that there are no dead, and that there is no resurrection of the 
body. Such men welcome a new, and even more elevated, 
interpretation of the Holy Communion. They express satis- 
faction, and not incredulity or suspicion, when informed that 
clouds of violet light above the altar are discernible by the 
clairvoyant vision, or when they are reminded that the cere- 
monial, the music, the incense, the altar lights, the stained 
glass windows, the halos and nimbi around the saintly faces, 
are all of profound psychic significance, survivals of days when 
the worship of the Church was the Communion of Saints 
because the departed manifested at every service held by the 
initiates.” 

(3) Another pregnant happening was the changed attitude 
of science. In that connection it was sufficient to mention the 
familar and honoured names of Crookes, Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir 
William Barrett, in addition to that of the possessor of one of 
the shrewdest and most virile intellects of this generation, 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Apart from the specifically sympa- 
thetic attitude of these well-known men there was the general 
and frank abandonment of the materialistic explanation of all 
that we saw around us. "The origin of life, for example, was 
admitted to be undiscoverable. The mystery which enveloped 
us, instead of being solved by materialism, was everywhere 
deepening with each intellectual advance, This changed atti- 
tude of science was largely a reciprocal of the changed attitude 
of religion. As long as religion was more dogma, as long as its 
reply to science was “ Believe or be damned,” coalescence and 
co-operation were impossible. Bnt a modification of religious 
intolerance and vituperation had been compelled by psychic 
science: and hence psychic researchers were indirectly respon- 
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sible for the growing cordiality in the relations between religion 
and science. 

; (4) “ So far,” continued the speaker, “it has not been pos- 
sible to point to psychic research as possessing, or exercising 
any great political or social influence. To some extent it has 
inherited the attitude of the medirval ascetics— Here we hays 
no continuing city, but we seek one to come.’ But I think | 
can discern a change. The ordinary men and women of the 
Middle Ages, who lived very close to God, believed in the inter. 
action of the two worlds. Psychic science is impressing that 
view upon us, and doing it with an emphasis that defies al 
contradiction. We are coming to see that a truly religious 
man—and every real psychic researcher is such—cannot be 
satisfied to tolerate the welter of corruption, humbug, trickery 
and self-seeking which makes up what we call politics. What- 
ever our views with regard to the great problems of the hour, 
we are all of us awakened to the conviction that they must be 
tackled, and tackled seriously by public-spirited men, as 
distinet from mere politicians. And the main stress in the 
propaganda to this end is laid upon the fact that man cannot 
give due attention to the development of intellect and spirit as 
long as he is harassed by the worries of the body. You can- 
not expect a man to shape his life into fitness for transfer to 
another and higher plane while at the same time he does not 
know where his next meal is coming from. So it is that in the 
latest programme of the Labour party you have a demand for 
educational opportunities for all classes of the community, 
such as shall place university teaching and university honours 
within reach of the humblest child in the land if only he or 
she possess the capacity. Such things make for intellectual 
enlightenment; and every ray thereof is a conquest for the 
cause which this society represents. There are causes —polities 
is one of them—which stand to lose, if not to be annihilated, 
by the spread of education. There are others—psychi: 
research for example—which thrive on education, and which 
are assured of greater conquests by every stride that education 
takes. 

"Open your eyes, and you may see the beginnings of a 
still more striking development. As you know, our law 
includes two statutes especially aimed at psychic faculties, and 
now from time to time tyrannically and treacherously used, by 
means of police tactics which would spread a blush even over 
the brazen visage of a German spy, for the suppression of their 
employment. One of these statutes was passed under a King 
(George IL) whose fancy in life was the society of corpulent 
ladies of easy virtue, while the other was enacted under George 
1V., whose ideal of enjoyment was to gorge himself on goose 
pie and whisky. There is a powerful movement afoot to free 
psychic research from the shackles riveted on it by this 
precious pair of sots. I have some knowledge of its policy and 
I know that the Spiritualist societies of the north command 
enormous electoral power, and that they propose deliberately 
to use ballot-box pressure in order to secure the repeal of these 
abominable laws, Think of it! A movement which thirty 
years ago was treated almost as a joke is to-day in a position 
to put the screw on the politician so as to force him into com- 
pliance with the demands of intellectual and spiritual liberty. 
I fancy, too, that the politician will find it of no avail to reply 
that psychic research must wait for Home Rule, Disestablish- 
ment, Local Veto and a dozen other of the blatant political 
nostrums of the day. He will be told that serious men laugh 
at these political catch-words, that they put freedom of 
intellect and freedom of conscience first, and that if he cannot 
see his way to give a definite promise to vote for those prin- 
ciples he will be ‘outed,’ no matter what particular tribe of 
political mountebanks happens to include him at the moment, 

“Whither,” said the speaker in conclusion, “is all this 
tending ? I think it must tend in one of two directions. The 
enormous advance in psychic research is either a preparation 
for a new revelation or for a new interpretation of the old, I 
will not attempt to forecast whether we are on the verge of 
some new revelation more advanced than Christianity, or 
whethor what is coming is only a re-interpretation, up to 
twentieth century levels, of the sublime faith once delivered to 
the saints, But this I do say, that all psychic researchers in 
general, and this association in particular, have every reason 
for the most complete satisfaction as they look around and 
see what has been accomplished." 


Sie Wikram BanagrT will deliver an address, “ The Soul 
and our Modern Sadducees,” at the residence of Lord and 
Lady Gleneonner, 34, Queen Anne's Gate, on Thursday, the 
13th inst. Members of the L.S.A. who wish to bo present 
should send their names to the Hon, Secretary, 6, Queen 
Square, W.C. 1, but the accommodation is limited, and it 
is desired that inquirers into our subjects should "have 4 
priority. 
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TELEPATHY, ITS NATURE AND FUTURE 
POSSIBILITIES. 


Lately we appealed to some of the leading authorities on 
Psychical Rosearch for opinions on this subject. We pre- 
sent this week the views of Sir Oliver Lodge and Sir William 


Barrett :— 


I.—By Sin Onriver Longs, F.R.S. 


| dislike any attempt at prediction on matters about which 
I feel quite incompetent to judge. Iam not myself impressed 
with the likelihood of telepathy becoming a ready and manage- 
able means of communication down here, where through our 
material bodies so many other means are available, Hereafter 
it may become the principal method ; but as long as we have 
bodies it seems better to use them, and to work in a condition 
of full consciousness, without trespassing on the perhaps 
simpler and more fundamental methods of telepathy. 

This opinion, such as it is, is of no use for your purposes 
probably, but I am afraid I can do nothing better. And 
inasmuch as I did not foresee the easy possibility, say, of flight, 
and other practical applications which have come into vogue 
of scientific facts in the discovery of which I have been 
concerned, such as wireless telegraphy, I mistrust my judg- 
ment altogether as to what discoveries may be applied to 
practical purposes and how they may be utilised for the con- 
venience of mankind. I rather doubt if anyone is able to 
foresee possibilities of future development in any useful 
manner; though, perhaps, some people can be conscious of an 
inspiration in these directions which I myself do not possess. 

OLIVER LODGE, 


IL—Bv Sır Wirnaw F. Barrerr, F.R.S. 


A good many people are under the impression that ere long 
telepathy will be used instead of telegraphy as a regular mode 
of communication between persons at a distance from each 
other. It may be desirable to disabuse the minds of those who 
entertain this opinion. It is quite possible, as I have said else- 
where,* that telepathy may be “a rudimentary faculty or an 
early and special case of the great human rapport which is 
slowly awakening the race to the sense of a larger self; to 


“A heart that beats 
In all its pulses with the common heart 
Of humankind. 2, 


But that isa very different thing from the use of telepathy in 
sending messages to friends with the regularity and precision of 
telegraphy. This erroneous idea has doubtless arisen from the 
belief that telepathy consists in a quasi-mechanical transmission 
of brain-waves or some other form of radiant nervous energy. 
It is nothing of the kind, and the arguments against telepathy 
being a physical process of the transfer of thought are over- 
whelming. ‘These arguments I have briefly stated in an article 
on “The Deeper Issues of Psychical Research” in the “ Con- 
temporary Review” for last February. Telepathy is, in my 
opinion, a purely psychical process, an action of the mind freed 
from the body, and, if this he so, it affords strong support to 
the idea of the existence of mind independently of its present 


bodily expression. 
W. F. BARRETT. 


The following passages from Sir William Barrett's article in 
the “Contemporary Review” for February last contain the 
arguments to which he alludes above :— 

“All radiant forces, such as light, heat, gravitation, &c., 
when freely diffused through space, diminish in intensity as the 
square of the distance increases between the source and the 
receiver, if no absorbing medium intervenes, At a thousand 
feet apart the intensity is a million times less than at one foot 
apart. ‘To transmit a wireless message across the Atlantic, 


therefore, requires a very powerful source of electric waves and 
avery sensitive receiver. Now there are well-attested cases 
of telopathy occurring between individuals, not only thousands 
of feot apart, but thousands of miles asunder—if apparitions at 
or near the time of death are due to a telepathic impression, 
as seems probable—a phantasm being projected from the mind 
of the percipient. Yetin such cases there was no exertion even 
on the part of the unconscious source of these imaginary brain 
waves. 

“ It is, therefore, highly improbable that telepathy is trans- 
mitted by waves radiating in every direction, like light from a 
candle, Nor ean we conceive of unwritten or unspoken thought 


* + On the Threshold of the Unseen,” page 295, 


LIGHT. 
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being carried by a messenger, or sent through a conduit, or 
fired like a bullet at a target. Moreover, in telepathy ideas and 
feelings, more frequently than exact words, impress the perci- 
pient, There is abundant evidence that emotions and sensa- 
tions, such as pain, taste, &c., experienced by one person are 
simultaneously felt by a distant percipient under conditions 
that exclude the possibility of fraud or any verbal communica- 
tion. The remarkable fact is also coming to light that tele- 
pathy is not ultimately due to any conscious and voluntary 
operation of the mind, either in the originating or receiving 
personality, such as occurs in the ordinary operation of speech 
or writing. 

“Telepathy, then, cannot be explained by a process of 
mechanical transmissions. It appears to be a case of ‘action 
at a distance, But physicists do not admit action at a distance 
as an ultimate fact, although the attracting influence of one 
body upon another throughout the realms of space appears to 
be such an action. Gravitation, however, is not likely to be 
an exception to other physical forces, though we may have 
to wait a long time for its satisfactory explanation. Telepathy 
and gravitation are only alike in this, that at present we are 
ignorant how two different masses, and how two different 
minds, at a distance apart, can transmit their influence. The 
two operations are in wholly different categories—one belongs 
to the physical order, the other to the psychical order. 

" [t may be, as my friend Mr. F. C. Constable suggested, 
in his work ' Personality and Telepathy, that we may find in 
telepathy evidence of the direct operation of the transcen- 
dental part of our being which is not conditioned in time or 
space. In any case, telepathy and its implications will afford 
a profound and fruitful subject of psychological discussion in 


the near future." 


REMARKABLE CASE OF PSYCHIC PHOTOGRAPHY. 


With reference to the very interesting instance of psychic 
photography quoted by H. P. N. from Allen Clarke's " Wind- 
mill-Land " (Lraur, p. 158), I may say that I have a copy of a 
photograph of a group of fish merchants (mostly from Man- 
chester), which was taken on the quay at Fleetwood, where the 
boxes of fish are landed from the boats, or, rather, were landed, 
for I write of pre-war days. The picture was taken by a pro- 
fessional photographer—itinerant, I believe—on the under- 
standing that the members of the group would take copies, 
When they were produced, the figure of a young man, who had 
died about twelve months previously, and who was well known 
to all the merchants, was seen standing near a man in whose 
employ he had been. The figure is quite clear of all mist, just 
like those of the merchants, but is so transparent that objects 
behind it (eg., a van with a man standing in the doorway) can 
be seen quite distinctly). 

The figure appears clothed in the garb he was accustomed 
to wear, and standing in the attitude that was familiar to him, 
facing the camera. Needless to say the photograph caused a 


great sensation among the merchants in the group as being 
the first specimen of a “spirit” photograph any of them 
had seen. 

I understand that the photographer stated that he had had 
previous instances of similar "extras" appearing on plates 


when photographing people. 
A. W. Orr. 


SCIENCE IN THE LABORATORY." 


Mr. W. Whately Smith writes :— 

“The article in your issue of May llth (p. 150) on the ex- 
periments of Dr. Albert Abrams suggests interesting possibili- 
ties. On the other hand, I think it might be well to point out, 
for the benefit of your non-technical readers, that the descrip- 
tion of the apparatus given appears to be written by a person 
wholly ignorant of the rudiments of scientific knowledge. To 
mention only the most glaring examples, I may observe that ‘a 
power equal to sixty ohms’ is nonsense. The ‘ohm’ is the 
unit of electrical resistance, and bears no relation whatever to 
'power.' The force of ‘a giant magnet with a lifting power of 
four hundred pounds to the square inch’ will depend on the 
size of the magnet as well as on its intensity of magnetisation. 
It therefore affords no measure of the poet’s brain power.” 


“ PSYCHIC 


Tug annual report of the Marylebone Spiritualist Associa- 
tion, Ltd, just issued, shows that this vigorously-minaged 
society is able to point to a year of activity and progress, its 
meetings attracting large audiences. Recognising the great 
opportunities for expansion and larger service which the present 
time offers, the society has inaugumted a Building Fund, 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.1, 


The Alliance possesses the largest Library in existence of occult, 
mystical, and psychical books. Subscription: Members, £1 1s.; Asso- 


ciates, 10s. 6 
For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c, apply to the 


Secretary, 


THE FOLKESTONE POLTERGEIST. 


The Journal of the Society for Psychical Research for 
April-May, 1918, contains a full account of the disturb- 
ances at the dug-out at Cheriton, Folkestone, which was 
reported to the Society in November last, by Mr. Thomas 
Hesketh, M.L E.E., the chief engineer of the Folkestone 
Electricity Works. As we came into rather close touch 
with the matter at the time we gave an account of it in 
these columns, basing some of our statements on reports 
received from Mr. Hesketh himself. 

Lack of space and other difficulties forbid our giving 
anything like a full summary of the matter as presented in 
the Journal of the S.P.R., and the main facts have already 
been published. We confine ourselves, therefore, to quoting 
from the various statements in support of the three several 
theories : 

(1) That the phenomena were due to a supernormal 

ow £9., & poltergeist. 

(2) That they were all produced by the boy Penfold 

who assisted Rolfe the builder. 

(3) That they were the result of the escape of natural 


gas. 
In support of the poltergeist theory we have the testi- 
mony of Sir William Barrett, who visited the place and who 
points out that the evidence given by the different witnesses 
independently is coincident with accounts of poltergeist 
phenomena, being of the usual erratic, purposeless and 
transitory nature. “The disturbances generally centre 
round some living person, who appears to act as the 
medium, but they are not confined to his person when 
once they have started, although they are limited to the 
special locality where they originated." We quote from 
Sir William's introductory statement, which is followed by 
the testimony of Mr. Hesketh, who describes in detail the 
curious circamstances which led to his investigation of the 
matter. He saw some of the disturbances, the 


he tells how on the following day he went to London and 
mw Sir William Barrett, who came to Folkestone, and 
with him (Mr. Hesketh) examined the witnesses, and he 


out, after the workmen had left, to inspect the work, and 
while inside heard several stones strike the door and also 
the wall adjacent to the door. He satisfied himself that 
no person was near, Mr. Rolfe, the builder, gives a long 
account of the persecution to which he was "ror cii 


hammer from $us to place. 
up to a hundredweight" which was 


w an 

=. Reece co cheats’ Game Lam bao pari of 

pony memes cm n Penfold, the boy, makes his con- 

tribution to the testimony, mentioning the " little puffs” 
lighted candles were repeatedly put out. 

He also confirms a statement by the builder regarding a 

piece of timber of about seven feet long which jumped out 


poser eddy: + lager boy to have thrown 
up in instantaneous way in which it aseended ; and 
Sir William Barrett, in his introduction, points out that it 
would have — a giant's strength to fling the plank from 
of the ce fifteen feet up through the 
exit, and lodge it in the branch of a big shrub opposite. 
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Miss Thomas, cook to Mr. Jacques, testifies to lookin, 
down into the dug- out when the boy was at the top and 
there seeing bricks jumping about. One jumped up tly 
ladder towards Mr. Rolfe, who was near the top, and fall 
ing back was broken to pieces. Miss Thomas describe 
also the painful injuries sustained by Mr. Rolfe owing t 
the battering he underwent while at work. Then we have 
Private Cummings, a soldier, who confirms many of the 
previous statements as an eye-witness. Amongst the 
things he saw was the flying of a rock of some nine or te 
pounds in weight, which, hurling itself between him and the 
boy, “ struck the wall opposite and rebounded, hitting the 
boy’s shin, causing him great pain.” 

These are a rough selection from the statements sup. 
porting the supernormal theory. We turn next to thow 
which point to the boy as the agent of the mischief. 

Mr. W. H. Stephens, military tailor, of Cheriton, tells 
how he heard of the queer proceedings at the dug-out and 
suspected that the boy was the culprit. He went down to 
the dug-out and watched the boy narrowly, with the result 
that he ' ‘ got a big wad of sand right in my face which I 
was „Just in time to see the boy in the attitude of throw- 
ing.” He turned on the boy, who dropped on his knes 
and said, “ Forgive me, I am sorry. Now you have found 
me out I will own up to it all.” Mr. Rolfe, who was 
m said, “I don't believe he has done it all," where- 

upon, says Mr. Stephens, ' “the boy at once contradicted 


himself and said, “No, I haven’t done it all, only once 


or twice.’ 

Lastly we have a report and subsequent statement by 
Mr. E. H. Cunningham Craig, who finds a sufficient expla- 
nation of the affair in the occurrence of natural gas, He 
has come across quite as remarkable instances before. He 
thinks it possible that the boy may have “ assisted " the 
phenomena, and he notes that Major. de Boissiére, who 
accompanied him in his inspection, was ; impressed by the 
mischievous twinkle in the boy Penfold’s eye." He is at 
variance with Sir William Barrett on the gas question. Sir 
William detected no signs of methane or other inflammable 
gas. On the evidence the gas theory is a wholly untenable 
one. Gas explosions, if they took place at all, would not 
draw rocks into the dug-out, nor select heavy hammers in 
place of lighter objects to hurl about. It is a pity that no 
sample of gas was taken for analysis at the time, for, 
thongh Mr. Hesketh has since analysed samples and found 
no trace of any hydro-carbon, it is obvious that this can- 
not prove that gas did not then exist. 

Such is the story in brief. Reviewing it, we note 
peculiarities that seem to have characterised almost all the 
cases of supernormal phenomena of a physical kind which 
have come up for investigation by a mixed tribunal during 
the last thirty years. tis quite a typical example, and the 

chological elements jump to the eye of the trained 
vestigator, who may see, for instance, the true significance 
of the boy's action in “assisting” the manifestations 
when in the presence of a hostile observer who wat 
endeavouring to terrorise him. For several reasons we are 
on the side of the poltergeist theory. It is not a super- 
natural explanation, as Mr. Cunningham Craig suggests. It 
is just as natural as, but a good deal rarer than, the pranks 
of “ the soaring human boy” or the vagaries of natural 
gas. She is a "rum 'un," is Nature, as Mr, Squeers 
observed, Yet her manifestations in the way of polter- 
geiste are after all not more strange or mysterious than the 
workings of the average human mind when confronted 
with something outside of that little circle of ideas to 
which it has been accustomed, and to which it clings as 
tenaciously as the drowning man to a straw, 
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THE MAY MEETINGS. 


(Continued from page 166.) 


ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS: 


Replying to questions Mr. OATEN said that Spiritualists need 
not be greatly concerned about the opposition of those who 
differed from them. In the North the battle was already won. 
Their numbers were increasing and their critics were more 
noisy than numerous, and opposition, though some of it 
was very bitter, was dying away. Every opponent was a 
chance to get more work done. He had replied to some who, 
because certain statements had appeared, repeated them from 
the public platform though they knew them to be false. But 
every time this was done he and his friends had made it an 
opportunity of getting up a big meeting, and they had no 
dificulty in obtaining audiences of twelve hundred or fifteen 
bundred. * That showed that the flowing tide was with them. 

He fully believed that the realisation of spiritual unity 
woud lead to the recognition of the brotherhood of man. 
There were planes of spiritual life where brotherhood existed 
now, and that condition would ultimately filter through to this 
sphere, True, it could only do so as men responded to higher 
ideals, but the present discomfort of life was urging them 
strongly to become responsive, and he saw no reason why in 
the future heaven should not exist as much here as in the 
spiritual world. 

One of his interlocutors urged that belief in universal 
brotherhood implied belief in a Divine Fatherhood and Mother- 
bood. Mr. Oaten assented, but at the same time he felt that 
it was necessary to be careful when starting to dogmatise about 
the Deity. He might have his ideas about God but he could 
not forget that God by His very nature was incapable of being 

i by him. However he defined Him, he limited 

Him. If he said what God was, he was saying what God was 
not. He deprecated the ready and familiar way in which some 
people talked about the Deity and attributed to Him parts, 
form or passions, 
. Asked when consciousness began, Mr. Oaten replied that 
it depended upon what his questioner meant by “ conscious- 
ns" All life was conscious. It acted and reacted to its 
environment. Whether a tree willed to do so or not, it re- 
sponded to the presence of water in its neighbourhood, and 
that was a form of consciousness, Consciousness inhered in 
the universe in infinite degrees, and just where we could mark 
its delineations he did not know. There was always a differ- 
ence between consciousness and self-consciousness. He be- 
lieved that the individual consciousness never varied or changed 
—that he was now all that he ever would be. Life was only a 
process of bringing to manifestation, and it could not bring to 
manifestation what was not there. Hence he imagined con- 
siousness not as a sudden birth bnt as a gradual emergence. 
He doubted if there was anything sudden in the universe. An 
rthquake was but the finish of a long procession of events. 
Every occurrence was the result of preceding causes. 

To the suggestion that different individuals were born with 
special fitness for certain work, and that, therefore, some were 
specially born to be mediums of communication with the higher 
sphere, he replied that the idea might appear to be a good one, 
but it had been tried for two thousand five hundred years and 
had failed. There had been no higher or holier priesthood than 
the priesthood of ancient Egypt; but impurity came in, and the 
great Egyptian Church, upbuilded through the centuries, col- 
lapsed in sixty years, It might be admitted that certain indi- 
viduals possessed certain faculties in a larger degree than did 
others; but because Chippendale could make a chair which 
wld not be improved upon, it was no reason why others 
thould not make chairs, and he personally preferred to make 
his own! Wewere all God's children. A high and holy order 
of priesthood was helpful—to the priest; but he was not at all 
sure that an elect and secluded priesthood was good for the 
people, for the whole tendency was to become a close corpora- 
tion, not to reveal the truth, but to conceal it. 

But he had no fear for the future. Despite the fact that 
men were slaughtering each other, and the nations would have 
to pay the price, brotherhood was growing. Things were not 
what they were in Dickens's time. Since then we had the 
telorm of our workhouse system, the care of consumptives, and 
the provision of free education. 

The awakening of spiritual consciousness must tend in the 
tame direction. Let them look at the wonderful power of 
peychomotry. Suppose we were all psychometric, and the pain 
a proof in the world came tous, That would be very 
uncomfortable, but the same dogreo of sensitiveness would 
make us ive also to the happiness in the world. Thus 
payohio t was helping the unfoldment of brotherhood. 


EL hear i. 
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In the afternoon clairvoyant demonstrations were given by 
Mrs. Marriott and Mrs. Neville. The proceedings commenced 
with an invovation by Mr. Ernest Oaten, followed by some 
introductory remarks by Mr. Gwinn, in the course of which he 
referred to the persecution to which the movement was still 
subjected, and recalled the early struggles of the Salvation 
Army against the efforts made by its enemies to suppress it. 
The clairvoyants then demonstrated their powers, giving be- 
tween them some forty descriptions of departed friends of 
members of the audience. Of these some twenty-nine cases 
were clearly recognised, three were uncertain, and the remainder 
not identified. 


THE EVENING MEETING 


The evening meeting was, as usual on these occasions, very 
fully attended. In opening the proceedings the chairman, Mr 
Tayler Gwinn, gave some account of his stewardship for the 
past year. The Union had held conferences and propaganda 
meetings at different centres, sent delegations to the S.N.U, 
and Spiritualist Education Council, and been instramental in 
aiding the action that was in progress for the amendment of 
the Witchcraft Act. The Union's income for the year was 
£68 10s, 6d. and the balance carried forward was £13 13s, 4d. 

After an invocation by Alderman D. J. Davis, Mrs. Eric 
Godley, who had kindly taken the place of her husband 
who was unable to be present, sang very sweetly “The 
Home Song.” 

LYCEUM WORK 


Mr. A. T. Connor, Secretary of the London Lyceam Dis- 
trict Council, then made a stirring appeal on behalf of the 
movement in which he was specially interested. In preparing 
for that future of which Mr. Oaten had spoken, they must 
begin with the rising race. They must understand the mind of 
the child, and see that it was not filled up with dogmatic non- 
sense, but trained to reason and judge for itself. He recalled 
an incident in his boyhood when the minister in the Bible class 
checked his unwelcome curiosity on a certain point by telling 
him that he was too young to ask questions. In the Lyceum 
movement questions were encouraged, and no child was 
expected to accept an opinion unless there was knowledge 
behind it. They were doing all they could to train the children 
so that they should become good Spiritualists, good citizens 
and good socialists, and be able as they grow up to take the 
Spiritualist platform. Mr. Oaten got his early training in a 
Lyceum, and for his own part he would like to issue an order 
that no applicant for membership of a society should be 
admitted till he or she had passed an elementary examina- 
tion in psychology. The Lyceum movement in London was 
not a strong one simply because the London societies did not 
realise their duty to the children. Most of the societies had 
Lyceums, but the attitude of society members was: " You can 
have a Lyceum if you will take it on and work it." That was 
a negative attitude and would not do. Why were not all 
his hearers engaged in Lyceum work ? Lyceums were not only 
for learners but for teachers, and adults needed them as much 
as the children did. Why could not London do what the North 
did? It had as good brains and hetter opportunities, They 
must make up their minds that London Lyceums should 
be worthy of London. 


(To be continued.) 


THE INNER KINGDOM. 


There is but one real world for anyone, and that is his 
thonght-world. This should be intelligently constructed. The 
kingdom of heaven is within, and should be evolved upon an 
exact or scientific basis. Thinking creates its own conditions. 
Whether the man or the body be enthroned in consciousness, 
makes a radical difference. One must rule and the other serve. 
If the instrument dominate the owner there is trouble. In- 
version is disorderly and disastrous. With the man in fall 
command, the body is an harmonious servitor. If otherwise, 
it is a tyrant. In the proportion that a spiritual self-con- 
sciousness is cultivated, there is a growing sense of command 
of the visible instrament, As man truly recognises himself, 
assumes tho prerogative of his divine being, and knows that he 
is a spiritual dynamo hore and now, he wields new forces, and 
grasps supernal powers and privileges. He comes into at-one- 
ment with the divine creative principle, and, from a condition 
of vassalage, finds himself a prince of the realm. By virtue 
of his subjective transformation he establishes new relations 
to the objective world, and then laws and conditions pay him 
tribute instead of exacting it. 

—HxzsnY Woon. 
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MR. EDWARD CLODD AS HISTORIAN. 


Tas True Facrs Recarpinc Mrs. PirEn. 


By Listas Wara. 


In view of the number of misstatements to the square 
inch in Mr. Edward Clodd's amazing book entitled “The 
Question: A Brief History and Examination of Modern Spirit- 
ualism,” its author might be described as a past-master in 
the art of misapprehension. An almost unbroken tissue of 
inaccurate assertions persists through the three hundred pages 
of this “history,” which reminds one of the pleasantry that 
the first qualification for an historian is to-know nothing of his 
theme! But I am not supposing that this curious volume was 
" made in Germany,” or that these misstatements are due to any 
personal prejudice on the part of its author in favour of errors, 
but rather to an almost unprecedented lack of knowledge of the 
subject he sets out to discuss. 

I shall not attempt taking up the book in detail, first because 
the space available in Ligur would not permit this, and also 
because it would require more attention than a merely negative 
and non-important publication is worth to disentangle the 
extraordinary medley presented on nearly every page. It 
reminds me of Clarence Cook's designation of the Di Cesno!a 
statues as a collection of "unrelated fragments." Stainton 
Moses and Swedenborg, Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace, Sir Oliver 
Lodge, Sir William Crookes, and various others, more or less 
misinterpreted, may safely be left to the intelligent reader. I 
shall limit my comment to the chapter on Mrs. Piper, who is 
my neighbour and friend, and with whom, for more than twenty- 
five years, I have had a somewhat intimate acquaintance. And 
I shall assume that Mr. Clodd will welcome any correction of 
misstatements. 

On page 190 I read: “ Mrs. Piper was at her zenith from 

1892 to 1596." As a matter of fact, Mrs. Piper's best work 
somewhat antedates 1592, and it continued until 1905; and 
it was not that her own powers showed diminution then, but 
Dr. Hodgson's death at that date deprived her work of that 
able and critical record which be had given it. Had it then 
been possible for Dr. Hyslop to take up immediately the work 
dropped by Dr. Hodgson, bringing to it his own remarkable 
power of scientific investigation and his large and discriminat- 
ing recognition of psychical truth, the work would have been 
indefinitely extended. Dr. Hodgson and Dr. Hyslop were close 
and sympathetic friends and allies in this line of research. 
But as a matter of fact the subsequent obscuration of Mrs. 
Piper's gift was due to another cause which has perhaps never 
been made clear. It is this: Dr. G. Stanley Hall had more 
than once applied to Dr. Hodgson for sittings with Mrs. Piper ; 
and had been denied for reasons which Dr. Hodgson considered 
sufficient. After Dr. Hodgson's death Dr. Hall appeared at 
Mrs. Piper's home, stating that he had written to Sir Oliver 
Lodge for permission to have a sitting with her and had re- 
ceived it. Mrs. Piper, in loyalty to the S.P.R, yielded the 
point and the sitting began. Asa matter of fact, Sir Oliver 
(as Mrs. Piper learned from him on inquiry) bad given no 
such permission and was totally unaware that Dr. Hall had 
used his name. 

While Mrs. Piper was in trance (which all students of 
psychology recognise as the most sensitive of states), Dr Hall 
subjected her to physical tortures, putting ammonia on her 
lips, salt in her mouth and nose, and inflicting other indignities 
as cruel as they were unmeaning, and to this physical shock 
Mrs. Piper ascribes her years of failing health and inability to 
manifest her gift. Mr. Clodd states that “from 1885 till his 
death in 1905 Dr. Hodgson acted as Mrs. Piper's ‘business 

'!" That Dr. Hodgson was the secretary of the 
American branch of the 8.P.R., and in this capacity alone con- 
ducted his work with Mrs, Piper as the medium is too well 
known to require extended allusion. Mr. Clodd also states 
that the real name of “ George Pelham ” was “ Pennell.” His 
real name was George Pellew. The entire story of the alleged 
" confession " of Mrs. Piper I gave in Lian’ some months ago, 
Hero is a brief summary. A woman reporter, whose name 
I know and could give, asked tho " Now York Herald " if they 
would syndicate for her an interview with Mrs. Piper if she 
could get it? They replied affirmatively. For two woeks she 
took lodgings near where Mrs. Piper was staying at the time 
(the guest of Mrs, Spencer, of Boston, at her country house). 
Mr». Piper repeatedly refused to see the interviewer, but finally 
(and unfortunately) consented, In the singular document re- 
forred to, Mrs, Piper is made to say that she “had broken” 
with the B.P.R., that she “would never sit again for the 
Bocioty,” and that she did not believe her trance utterances 
camo " from spirits," &e. This “ confession " appeared on a 

Sunday. On the next day, Monday, sho was "sitting " at 


10 a.m.,as usual, for Dr. Hodgson, nor was there a single omis 
sion of his regular Monday, Wednesday, and Friday sitting 
After the appearance of this “ confession” I sat down by 
Mrs. Piper, by her own invitation, with a copy, which she can, 
fully marked with blue pencil to indicate these three stats 
ments which she had never made nor dreamed of making 
Much of the remainder of the interview was merely garllej 
matter taken from the published " Proceedings" of th 
Society. The insinuations made by Mr. Clodd, througlu 
this chapter, that Mrs. Piper resorted to fraudulent means ¢ 
obtaining information, are effectually disproved by the str 
surveillance to which Dr. Hodgson and Dr. William Jame 
caused her to be subjected for months, after which they both 
declared that not one flaw was found in her honesty, | 
England Sir Oliver Lodge and others employed similar py 
cautions. Dr. Alfred Martin, of the Ethical Society of Ner 
York City, gave a lecture on Psychical Research recently ip 
Boston, in which, while he expressed great doubt as to th 
truth or value of much that is commonly accepted, be 
repeatedly bore emphatic testimony to the absolutely prom 
honesty of Mrs. Piper, whom he described as “the most fam 
medium the world has ever known," adding that she hsi 
earned, and completely enjoyed, the entire respect of every. 
one who knew her. 

As a matter of fact, the absolute faith and the wam 
regard that Mrs. Piper has inspired in her home city, in Løs 
don, and among all who knew her in a more personal ani 
intimate way, is a factor that may not be without its claim t 
consideration. 

Regarding Mr. Philpotts’ story, “The Quest for Dem 
Bridgman Conner,” there is room and suggestion for perhap 
even a new range of psychical study. Mr. Philpotts is a mu 
of integrity as unquestioned as is his conspicuous ability. He 
is on the editorial staff of the Boston “Globe ”; he is not only 
an able writer and thinker on all general matters, but he is æ 
art critic of recognised pre-eminence, and when John Singe 
Sargent completed his latest mural painting for the Bostm 
Public Library, Mr. Philpotts was sought as one of the bet 
critical writers on this important work. It has been my privi- 
lege to know Mr. Philpotts personally for many years, and t; 
hear from his own lips the story he has told with such graphix 
vividness and unquestionable accuracy in his book bearing the 
title named. The significance (briefly) is that there can k 
no doubt that Conner was dead when the controls of Mn 
Piper persisted that he was imprisoned in Mexico, I may be 
to present some theories from Dr. Hyslop and others on this 
later; I will not take the space now. But it cannot but sy 
gest itself to every intelligent person that people do not be 
come infallible by dying ; and that mistakes may be made from 
that side as well as from our own, and not unfrequently ares 
made. Apparently it is all one life, one world, with the u 
broken continuity of consciousness; the withdrawal of th 
spiritual being from his physical body does not endow him im 
mediately with superhuman powers. In his "Five Minute 
After Death" the present Bishop of London, Dr. Ingram 
points this out with impressive clearness. 

Emerson declares that “the solar system has no anxiety 
about its reputation," and spiritual truth need have as litt 
For my own part I hold no brief for any personal partisanship, 
pro or con. ; like most of my fellow-students I gladly welcom 
truth, wherever presented. Let us have as many facts, as mud 
illumination on them, as possible. Life, and its relation to th 
universe and to the Divine Being, is an elaborate probles 
Science, psychology and religion are all involved as its factor. 
If our comparison of views and convictions can be given will 
fidelity to truth and with as much accuracy and as little me 
apprehension as is humanly possible, then, and only then, mi 
all our conferences be of mutual benefit. Such a book as thi 
of Sir William Barrett's is one of the great luminaries, with it 
nobility of mental attitude, its scholarly accuracy, its phi» 
sophie breadth in the examination of the subject. Sod 
works as that are valuable contributions to the entire range d 
the study of spiritual truth. 


The Brunswick, Boston, U.S.A. 
April 15th, 1918, 


Mns, Heven Tesrig BniGHAM, of New York City, USA. 
the gifted inspirational speaker whose visit to this county 
two-and-twenty years ago is among our pleasantest recolle 
tions, writes to correct the impression of our correspondent 
H, M. (page 120), that the poem “There is no Death” was lf 
Lytton, It was written by a well-known Washington Spirt 
valist, Mr, J. L, MeCreory. Mrs, Brigham knew Mr. McCrer 
personally, and possesses a copy of his book, “Songs of Te 
"and Triumph,” in which the poem appears, 
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SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY 


LANTERN LECTURE AT STEINWAY HALL. 


The visit of Mr. Ernest Oaten to London will long be re- 
pembered by those who had the privilege to hear him speak. 
flis enthusiasm, earnestness, and intelligent method of present- 
ng psychic philosophy have won many converts, On Saturday, 
May 25th, a large and representative audience was gathered 
st the Steinway Hall, under the auspices of the Union of 
{ondon Spiritualists, to hear his illustrated lantern lecture on 
sirit photography. ‘The proceedings were opened by Mrs. 
Mary Gordon. Mr. Field, at the piano, gave a brilliant render- 
ing of a selection by Liszt, and Miss Edith Maskell sang in a 
sery charming manner “ Nearer my God to hee,” set by Lewis 
Carey. In his introductory remarks, Mr. Oaten pointed out that 
during the last seventy years many forms of evidence had 
come to us from the other side, one of the most important 
being spirit photography. ‘The first pictures thrown on the 
screen were some taken by Baraduc, of Paris, who claims that 
they show the emanations excited by different emotions. We 
were next shown a series of photographs taken in the presence 
of different mediums, notably David Duguid and the ' Crewe 
Cirle.” All the faces shown had been recognised by the 
sitters and all were taken under test conditions. Not the least 
interesting was a spirit photo of an old lady with a portrait of 
the same lady taken during earth life; the likeness between the 
two was clearly marked. A photograph taken by Dr. Craw- 
ford at Belfast showed some of the so-called psychic rods. The 
list of the series of slides was unique; hitherto it had been 
kept in the possession of a gentleman who held it sacred owing 
toits associations, but he told the lecturer that now the world 
was in such suffering from the war tragedy he felt that he had 
noright to keep the series of photographs to himself. "These 
pictures were taken as far back as 1857, when the medium, Dr. 
Slade, was last in England. The operator was a professional 
photographer and the medium was placed behind a drop 
screen which formed the background to the photographs, the 
medium never touching the plates or the camera during the 
whole process. ‘The sitter was posed in front of the screen, 
and we were shown the process of the gradual building up of 
the spirit form from a dim, cloudy outline on the first of five 
plates to a clear spirit form, beside the sitter, on the last plate. 
Londoners owe a debt of gratitude to the London Union for 
bringing Mr, Ernest Oaten to the Metropolis. 


P. 


Barrisg SPrgYTUALISTS' Lyceum Unron.—The twenty-ninth 
annual conference was held in Manchester on May 18th and 
lih, under the presidency of Mr. G, F. Knott, and was 
attended by one hundred and twenty-five delegates. The re- 
port showed over two hundred Lyceums now affiliated, twenty 
having been enrolled during the year against twelve lapsed. 
Of two hundred and nineteen Lyceumists who sat for examina- 
tions only ten had failed to obtain certificates. The revised 
edition of the Constitution had been completed and included a 
new method of representation for the Management Committee. 
The completed Trust Deed was submitted and adopted, also the 
transfer of existing funds to the trustees appointed. The 
general fund showed a loss of £147 10s. on the year's working, 
the publishing fund having supplied the amount required. The 
new and revised edition of the Lyceum Manual was strongly 
criticised, and a vote of dissatisfaction carried. ‘The following 
officers were elected: President, Miss Hesp; vice-president, 
Mr. Knott; secretary, Mr. Kitson; treasurer, Mr. T. H.Wright; 
committee, Messrs. Lawrence, Williams, Batten, Harding, Jones, 
Mesdames Pickles and Bentley. 

Wircucrarr Act AMENDMENT Funp.—The treasurer of 
the Spiritualists’ National Union, Ltd., Mr. T. H. Wright, 10, 
Vietorin-avenue, Sowerby Bridge, sends us the following state- 
mentof the above fund to the end of April; Amount brought 
forward, £865 16s 2d,; per R, A. Owen, Liverpool (Mrs. 
Schyder, 28. 6d. ; S. W. Lancashire and Cheshire Anniversary 
Collection, 108.), 128. 6d. ; Mrs. Elizabeth Watson, Sunderland 
(Proceeds of Public Circle at her home), £1 5s.; Quarmby 
Lycoum (per Mr. W, E. Bottomley), €! : Attercliffe Spiritual 
Church, Shetfield, £5 10s.; Mrs. H. Wightman and Friends, 
Leicester (Home Circle), £1 6s, 6d. ; Hunslet Spiritual Church, 
Ieeds (per Mrs, M. Harrison, 103.) ; per Mra, H. Butterworth, 
Barrow (Circle), 5s.: per Mrs. M. Lloyd, Liverpool (12s. ; 
Home Circle, 9a.). £1 1s.; Sowerby Bridge Spiritual Society 
(scond instalment), £2 10s.; Belfast Association of Spirit- 
talists, £8 78. 7d., and Spiritual Progressive Lyceum, £1 4s. 
id; Mr. and Mrs. Jago (per Portsmouth Spiritual Church), 
a 6d; Mr. J. Dunn, Attercliffe (per Mr. E. W. Oaten), 10s. ; 
Per Northern Counties’ Union, £25; Mrs. J. Haigh (per 
Ramsden Spiritual Church, Huddersfield), £1 1s, Total, 
£910 6s, 74, 


THE CONSUMPTIVE SOLDIER 
Mr. Arthur Lovell, whose name will be familiar to many of 
the older readers of Licut by his writings on psycho-thera- 
peutics and kindred subjects, sends us a letter’ drawing atten- 
tion to the statement in the ~ British Journal of Tuberculosis” 
for April last that " over two hundred thousand tuberculous 
soldiers will require treatment," It seems to our correspondent 
that the present medical treatment of tuberculosis has practi- 
cally come to the end of its resources, and he refers to the fact 
that in the same journal the physician of a well-known hospital 
condemns the establishment of unlimited colonies for the 
tubereulous, Mr. Lovell also quotes the following from a 
letter received by him from the medical officer of health 
of an important Scottish town: "I have long felt that 
the establishment of sanatoria throughout the country is 
not the means by which the end in view can be accom- 
plished.” Mr. Lovell proceeds: " For years I have pre- 
dicted this state of affairs on the principle which I have clearly 
demonstrated in my books, that consumption is the natural and 
inevitable effect of a simple cause— deficient oxygenation of the 
organism primarily due to nasal obstruction and defective 
metabolism. — Till this principle is thoroughly understood and 
treatment at home as well as in sanatoria based upon it, con- 
sumption will remain a human tragedy. Public opinion should 
insist upon the immediate appointment of a Royal Commission 
to collect evidence in an impartial manner in the interests of 
the nation." Mr. Lovell has realised the supreme importance 
of the breath, and breathing, in the vital processes (that spirit 
is derived from the Latin spiritus, the breath, is profoundly 
significant), and he claims that '" consumption is want of 
oxygen —nothing more and nothing less." 


TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-street, W. 1.—6.30 p.m., 
Mr. Robert King. 9th, Mr. Ernest Hunt. 

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge-place, W. 2.— 
11, Mr. G. R. Symons; 6.30, Miss Violet Burton. Wednesday, 
June 5th, 7.30, Mr. P. E. Beard. 

Church of New Revealing, 131, West End Lane, Hamp- 
stead.—11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 

Camberwell.— Masonic Hall.—11, church service ; 6.30, Mrs. 
Cannock. June 9th, 6.30, Dr. Vanstone. 

Battersea.—45, St. John's Hill, Clapham Junction.—6.30, 
Mrs. Fielder. 6th, 8.15,.Mr. and Mrs. Brownjohn. 

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-road, 
Plumstead.—3, Lyceum ; 7, Mr. Jones, address and clairvoyance. 

Kingston-on- Thames, Bishop's Hall.—11 and 6.30, Miss Mills, 
address and clairvoyance. —M. W. 

Lewisham. — The Priory, High-street 27 pM, Mr. H 
Boddington. 

Reading.—Spiritual Mission, 16, Blagrave-street.—11.50 and 
6.45, Mr. E. Deadman.— T. W. L. 

Holloway.—11.15 a.m., Mrs. Agnes Smallman; 3 p.m., 
Lyceum; 7 p.m, Mr. A. L. Mead; soloist, Master Sam 
Murray. Wednesday, Mrs. Podmore.—R. E. 

Brighton.— Windsor Hall, Windsor-street.—3, Lyceum: 11.15 
and 7, Mrs. Orlowski, address and clairvoyance, also Monday 
at 8. Wednesday, 5, public meeting. 

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood, — Old Steine Hall,—11.30 
and 7, and Monday, 7.45, Mrs, A. Jamrach. Tuesday, 7.45, 
healing circle, Thursday and Friday, 7.45. Lyceum every 
Sunday at 3 p.m. llth and 12th, Mrs, E. R. Johnson, trum- 
pet medium, 


Sm Arruur Cosas Dovngs new book, "The New 
Revelation," ean be had from this office, Price, post free, 
3s. 9d. 

We are asked to announce that a new and remarkable book, 
“Insight,” dealing with the nature of the life after death, will 
shortly be published by the Christopher Publishing House, 
Boston, U.S.A. Itis from the pen of Mrs, Emma ©, Cushman. 

Miss L, M. Bazerr (Old Garlands, Redhill, Surrey) would 
be glad to hear from anyone who has had two or three years’ 
experience of automatic writing, and who would care to com- 
pare notes with her as to the best conditions to ensure accuracy, 
and eliminate irrelevant matter and sub-conscious accretions. 

Dr. Exsus Iwaris.—1n Edinburgh, on the 27th ult, M. 
Yovanovitch, the Serbian Minister to the Court of St. James, 
presented to the nation a bronze bust of Dr, Elsie Inglis, the 
Scottish heroine whose magnificent work in connection with 
hospital organisation in Serbia has made her name world- 
famous. M. Yovanovitch stated that a cast of the bust would 
be placed on her grave at Kragujevats, where every Serb would 
hold it in honour, 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 
CONAN DOYLES NEW BOOK ON THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


THE NEW  REVELATION. 
BY ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. 
Price 3/6 net. Postage 3d. 
Dedicated to all the brave men and women, humble or learned, who 
have had the moral courage during seventy years to face ridicule and 


worldly disadvantages in order to testify to an all-important trath. 


HODDER & STOUGHTON, Poblishers, LONDON, EC 


THE LIFE BEYOND. 
MESSAGES FROM MESLOM 


Through LAWRENCE. 
Vols I. and II. now ready. Boards, cach 2s, net; paper covers, 1s. net. 
Postage 2d, 
“Useful and consoling teachings, sometimeseven inspiring, and 
marked throughout by good sense.” — LIGHT. 
London: ELLIOT STOCK. 7, Paternoster Row, E.C. 4. 
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"I HEARD A VOICE "; or the Great Exploration, 
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This volume sets out most interesting experiences which the auth, 
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Watts, Prc prietress, 
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only for 1890-1898 1901 Half roan library binding ; new condition, 
9a. each; post free in Great Britain ooly. Liaut Office, 6, Quem 
Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


0. E. B., whose experience in applied science qualifies 
him to pronounce on the natural gas theory in connection 
with the Cheriton dug-out, writes :— 


The natural gas theory seems to me preposterous; one 
could understand an explosion occurring, but repeated pranks 
of such varied character and so different from mere explosions 
of gas cannot logically be attributed to any such cause, 
especially when we take the phenomena in relation to other 
poltergeist cases where pas was never in question. In all 
proper scientific research it is a fundamental principle to regard 
things in relation to correlated phenomena and never as isolated 
facts. Comparative anatomy is the clue to the study of the 
body, In architecture it is always by such comparative 
methods that conclusions are formed. So, too, in the study of 
neoliths and palaeoliths and eoliths, and in fact in every science 
itis the same. It is only when the materialistic scientists 
investigate abnormal phenomena like poltergeists that they 
will persist in treating them in an isolated fashion. Hence 
they get into fantastic notions as a matter of course, 


* * * * 


" Death and the After Life," by the Bishop of Carlisle 
(Williams and Norgate, 2s. 6d. net), is a good illustration 
{ of the change in the attitude of the Church to the question 
of which it treats. Dr. Diggle finds that “science is in- 
dining steadily to the conviction that, far from matter 
being the origin and producer of spirit, spirit is the pro- 
ducer and origin of matter.” Psychical research, he 
farther tells us, © notwithstanding its occasional eccentrici- 
ties and extravagances, is opening out paths for sober re- 
flection. . . . So also are studies in telepathy and thought- 
transference and the strange power of will to act upon will 
without the intervention of physical agencies. It is 
gmdually growing credible that there is a wireless com- 
munication of souls corresponding, in part at least, to the 
Wireless communication of sounds.” ‘The rest of the book 
) issimilarly eloquent of the extent to which the dry bones 
of old Theology have been stirred into something like life. 
Even Spiritualism receives some not entirely hostile con- 
sideration, ‘The Bishop is impressed by the fact that in 
spite of its " gross and foolish, and sometimes even perni- 
cious forms," some of "the most honest, sober, scientific 
thinkers are devoting patient attention to its study.” Else- 
where, however, there are some not complimentary allusions 
to Spiritualistic mediumsand messages and some references 
to necromancy, which suggest that the Bishop has still 
something to learn; howbeit we can sympathise with his 
remark that " the best medicine for Spiritualism is spirit- 
tality.” Of course, we should not put it that way our- 
solves, any more than we would say “The best cure for 
Theology is Religion,” because both have their place, only 
one is greater than the other and should inspire and illumi- 
nate it, | 


- 


H WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE. MANIFEST IS Ltümr,— Paul, 
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We have sometimes complained, and not without war- 
rant, of some of the terms we are compelled to employ for 
want of others that shall be more exact, No doubt,as time 
goes on and the resources of language expand, we shall be 
able to express our thoughts with more regard for exact 
ness, We have several times dealt with the words © spirit” 
and “spiritual” and shown the abuses to which they are 
subject and their capacity for misleading the thinker, 
Even the word ` substance" is subjected to much misuse, 
although the poverty of our language may be cited in ex 
cuse, The proper meaning of substance carries us beyond 
what we know as matter. When a man tells us something 
is " substantial," we know that he means it is heavy with 
stuff of some sort, but even the dictionary shows us that 
this is wrong. Substance (which is really su/-sfans) is that 
which sands under. It is that which, as Webster tells us, 
underlies all outward manifestations. It is the permanent 
subject of the cause of phenomena, whether material or 
spiritual; that in which properties inhere; that which is 

real, in distinction from that which is apparent 

that which constitutes any thing what it is; nature; real 
or existing essence.” However, Webster is liberal enough 
to allow the term to cover " body," " matter,” “estate,” 
"material possessions," "property," ` resources.” But 
these, of course, are not the true meanings of the word, 
So doubtless we shall go on saying ^ substance” when we 
mean matter, and "spirit" when we mean something of 
which we can form no definite idea. But, after all, we do 
not even know what matter really is. 


THE DYING PEASANTS DOG. 


Pope has written of the Indian who— 


“ =. . thinks, admitted to that equal sky, 
His faithful dog will bear him company.” 


Students of psychical science know there is more than 
superstition in the idea. In a recent novel, " Love's Orient " 
(Jarrolds, 6s. net), by Edgar Wilford, there is a description of 
the death of Old Jerry, a village labourer between whom and 
his dog Flo there existed an affection that "put most human 
friendships to shame.” The dog died, and her master, who was 
at the time on his death-bed, was noticed by the rector, wateh- 
ing by his parishioner, to be moving his hand as though 
“ smoothing the empty air." The description continues : 


* Backwards and forwards the hand strayed, with a move- 
ment that was almost loving and protective ; and with a feel- 
ing of deepening awe the rector observed the motion—which 
continued without intermission—continued, till at length a 
strange gleam of revivifying consciousness seemed to gather in 
the dying man's eyes—to irradiate from his face, 

“ Once again the rector bent over the recumbent form, and 
whispered very softly but distinctly, ‘Jerry! Jerry!’ 

"A flicker of expression seemed to cross the dying man's 
features; his lips moved, as though he desired to speak, and in 
intent silence the rector waited to catch his last murmured 
utterance. But, even as he did go, he still noted the continuous 
movement of the other's hand, Then suddenly it ceased, and, 
as it did so, quite clearly the dying man called his dead pot's 
name, ‘Flo!’ And then again, with a note that was half- 
joyful, half-triumphant, ' Flo!’ 

“A fooling of constraint held the rector till he noted a 
shadow fall across the other's face, Then, very tenderly, he 
raised the inert hand and laid it back into its placo.” 


Mr, WmaLLESLEY Tunog Pore, the author of "Private 
Dowding,” having recovered of his wounds, is now serving 
as staff-captain, his work being connected with Palestine. 
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“HOW TO SPEAK WITH THE DEAD.” 


By One wuo DOUBTS IF THERE IS ANY SPIRIT SPHERE. 


Reviewed sy Erlis T. Powgrr, LL.B., D.Sc. 


"Sciens" is obviously the same writer as " The Plain 


Citizen,” whose book, ‘Some Revelations as to ' Raymond,’ ” 


formed the subject of a review in these columns a few weeks 
ago. As soon as the reader knows of the identity of author- 
ship, he is thrown into some perplexity with regard to the views 
of “The Plain Citizen" himself. For the author of " How to 
Speak with the Dead" (which is described as a "practical 
handbook") expresses himself in the " Raymond " revelations 
as being extremely sceptical with regard to the very existence 
of the sphere which the so-called “dead "inhabit. For instance, 
on page 238 of the "Revelations as to ' Raymond," he 
says :— 


"So far as any evidence set forth in ' Raymond' is con- 
cerned, plain men are likely to be of opinion that nothing 
whatever is advanced to show that any extra-mundane spirit- 
sphere exists at all. Feda and Moonstone assert the objective 
reality of such a place, and they say that Raymond also asserts 
thesame thing. They profess to quote his own words, giving 
lengthy and detailed descriptions of the * other side,' including 
its factories, laboratories, libraries, reading rooms, lecture 
halls, mud, brick houses, and rivers. But all of these are 
‘unverifiable’ statements. Feda and Moonstone are them- 
selves ‘unverifiable.’ The spoken words actually issue from 
the lips of Mrs. Leonard and Me. Peters, who naturally have 
not any first-hand knowledge of the matter, and who merely 
assert, without any proof, that they are under ‘control.’ " 


The reader ofthe “ Revelations as to ' Raymond, ” with this 
passage in his mind, begins the perusal of the other book in 
some perplexity. He is to be told how to speak with those 
whose very existence is doubted by his teacher. Unfortunately 
for his peace of mind, his study of “ How to Speak with the 
Dead" is more likely to augment than dissipate his bewilder- 
ment. Indeed, he will be lucky if a comparison of the two 
books does not confront him with the dilemma—Which of us 
two is vertiginous, the author or myself? For while “ How to 
Speak with the Dead” represents the spirit intelligences as 
eager and interested co-operators, the “Raymond” book 
characterises their condition as one of degraded servitude. In 
the one book we are assured that the spirit is keen to come : 
and in the other we have a picture of its unwilling descent 
from "comparative bliss” to a “sordid” London apartment. 
Let us study the passages side by side :— 


“REVELATIONS as to “How ro SPEAK WITH THE 
Raymonp.” (Page 157.) Deap.” (Page 116.) 


“The New Gospel is silent “Tt is found, however, 


as to the nature of the sum- 
mons by which the medium 
calls upon the control to come 
from a sphere of comparative 
bliss into some particular room 
in the comparatively sordid 
metropolis of England. A 
kind of interworldly telepathy 
may be supposed. Anyhow, 
the contro] obeys and the 
medium is able more or less 
to satisfy his or her sitter. 
When the case is put in this 
blunt way plain men are apt to 
think that the controls’ exis- 
tence is not a particularly 
happy one. Servitude is never 
pleasant; but servitude such 
as controls are subjected to 
must be exceptionally dis- 
agreeable. That such a state 
of things really exists is hard 
to believe. It seems simpler 
to hold was controls are not 
beings vin, existences 
separate from S rosé of the 
medinms; but this hypothesis 
runs counter to the testimony 
of the communicators, as we 
shall see in the following 
chap 12 


that spirits are just as ‘keen’ 
and interested in psycbical 
phenomena and the extension 
of communication across the 
borderline as arethe Crookeses, 
Lodges, Barretts, Crawfords 
and other investigators in the 
ranks of the living. It is not 
difficult for an Expectancy 
Circle of sitters to develop 
into a Progressive Circle of 
co-operating sitters and spirits. 
A request for co-operation is 
usually complied with, and it 
almost always happens that 
the spirits who are asked to 
act succeed very quickly in 
finding others to assist, some 
of whom have had much ex- 
perience in manifesting and 
communicating and can in- 
struct their human colleagues 
how best to operate.” 


If these contrasted opinións do not throw the reader upon 


his intellectual beam-ends we shall be syrprised. And, having 


got him there, another parallel may founder him altogethy 
Let us look for it among the references, in the “Raymond 
book, to “ The Plain Citizen's " theory (itself a masterpiece y 
credulity) that there is a guild of mediums who operate s fy, 
flung and elaborately-contrived information bureau (on th 
lines of a trade protection society) in such a manner aj, 
deceive the very elect. According to “The Plain Citizen," & 


Oliver Lodge was fooled by the tortuous policy of this oce 
trade union. If we take the story of the exploitation of & 


Oliver Lodge, as exposed by “‘ The Plain Citizen," and ify 
then observe how this latter individual is pitched overboard by 
his alter ego " Sciens," we shall have an instance of the 
“deadly parallel,” more amazing than anything thy 
ean be found elsewhere in contemporary seientific literatur, 
so called (the italies are mine) :— 
“REVELATIONS AS TO "How TO SPEAK WITH TE 
RavwoNp," (Page 101.) Dean.” 
“The situation was an "But as regards ay 
ideal one. Whether the attempts to ‘arrange’ th 


mediums tookcounseltogether, communications the futility 
or whether. each medium of such proceedings is obviow 
studied the outlook for him- Sitters turn up unexpectedly 
self or herself only one con- and from all localities. They 
clusion could be arrived at. may or they may not gm 
If the great occasion of the their right names and a 
war were to be properly ex- dresses. Where the sm 
ploited, Sir Oliver Lodge, takes place at once there i 
F.R.S., was obviously the man not any opportunity of 
ofall others to be used. [Then instituting any inquiry. And 
follows an allusion to the it is perfectly clear thats 
Faunus incident in ‘Raymond’ medium in any particule 
and then the writer proceeds locality cannot keep in stock 
(p. 104). On the assumption a mass of information with 
of an erploitation-plot it must regard to private individuis 
be admitted that an excellent in the rest of the county. 
beginning had been made. ‘he 'sceptic' or critic, there 
The first requisite was to fore, who indulges in th 
bring Sir Oliver within the belief that communications 
toils. He was known to give can be explained away by th 
serious consideration to mes- theory that all mediums ar 
sages from the spirit of dishonest, and have beens 
Myers, or, in another way of every sitting in previo 
putting it, to ‘Piper scripts. possession of the information 
It was good tactics to arouse conveyed in the alleged 
in his mind a feeling of com- utterances of the spirits, i 
bined curiosity and appre- very much more credulow 
hension. It was unsafe to than the most gullible sitter” 
make any clear-cut prediction ; 

the words of warning must be 

so chosen as to fit any event 

of the future. . . [p. 107.) 

Thus, then, the first stage of I 
the exploitation plot—if plot there were, as to which “The 
Plain Citizen” does not pronounce any judgment—had ben 
carried through successfully. Sir Oliver was in the toils and 
was proving amenable. A waiting stage succeeded. The 
mediums were not able to control the course of events and 
must needs lide their time until some occurrence should take 
place which would fit in with the preparation already made. 
The delay was not a long one. By the operation of chance ot 
luck (no one can say what is the definite meaning of these 
names; all that we know being the very positive existence of 
such influence or influences in the affairs of men) Sir Oliver 
Lodge was sorely afflicted. His son, Raymond, was killed by 
the casual explosion of a shell when following his company 
into one of the communication trenches near Ypres, ‘The 
exploitation then became almost automatic. It was a foregone 
conclusion that, under such circumstances, the great leader of 
science would grasp at the solace offered by Spiritualism and 
would resort of his own accord to mediums. All that ws 
needful was fo arrange for him to sit with such mediums as might 
be properly primed.” 

If there were not corrective and redeeming features, onè 
might be forced to suppose that here was a case of a duplex 
personality engaged upon authorship. Jekyll has a sympathy 
for occult research, and some experience thereof, but Hyde 
hates it with every fibre of his being.- At times Jekyll controls 
the pen, only to be arbitrarily displaced by Hyde, so that one 
is compelled to judge by the tone and tenor of the writing 
which half of the personality happens to be supreme at a given 
moment. Apart from this hypothesis, all that can be said is 
that the work of this author is uneven to a degree. Philo- 
sophic calmness of judgment jostles an almost passionate 
denunciation. If the reader desires to study the contrast, lot 

him take the quotation from the so-called “ revelations " about 
Raymond,” printed above, and compare it with the apprecia- 
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tion of Dr. Crawford's work, quoted in Ligur for May 24th, 
page 167. As another instance of a reasoned verdict, here is 
a passage from page 15 of " How to Speak with the Dead " 

“In addition, however, to this analogical argument, which 
most scientific men regard as conclusive, there exists a solid 
basis of scientifically observed facts demonstrating very clearly 
the survival of souls after death. ‘The facts, it is true, are 
psychical rather than physical; but this does not impair their 
validity, Modern men of science are beginning to regard 
matter, force and energy as less important in the scheme of the 
universe than are the entities that cannot be expressed in 
dynamical terms; and the biologists are fast conceding priority 
to will and conscious purpose over the hitherto accepted 
supreme authority of Evolutionary Life.” 

Perhaps a better, because a more extended example is the 
summary of conclusions which begins on page 71 : 

“1. Disembodied souls do not depart from this world when 
‘death’ occurs. 

"3. They remain for a time free from bodily environment 
of an ordinary material kind. 

“3. Sooner or later they enter into new human bodies, and 
perhaps, also, in some cases, into new bodies of the lower 
animals. 

"4. During the period of their free existence while awaiting 
transmigration, many of them make a practice of haunting 
localities and living human beings. 

"5. They possess in themselves the equivalents of bodies 
constructed of something analogous to matter and having 
organisms by which they perceive and act. 

6. Each disembodied soul is an individual entity existing 
permanently apart from all others and not distinguished by any 
racial or sexual characteristics. 

7. Each individual soul has its own idiosyncrasies of intel- 
lect, sense, emotion, conscience, and volition. These idiosyn- 
crasies are subject to at least temporary modification by the 
association of the soul with a human body. 

8. The character and conduct of a disembodied soul are 
not necessarily the same in all respects as were apparent during 
lif, and do not necessarily remain completely unchanged 
when transmigration takes place. 

“9. The existence of souls that are wholly evil has not yet 
been established by actual observation or experience of any kind.” 


Knowing what he now knows, the reader of this review 
would not expect any succinct characterisation of work so 
patchy and perplexing. It has conspicuous defects cheek by 
jowl with undoubted excellences. These peculiarities endow 
itwith a striking resemblance to “Robinson Crusoe,” in that it 
is interesting as a study in personality rather than for the fulfil- 
ment of the purpose for which it is written. “Robinson Crusoe" 
is less a book of adventure than a profound analysis of human 
psychological evolution in abnormal circumstances. “ How to 
Speak with the Dead " is not so much a guide to colloquy with 
the departed as the revelation of an intellect forced by some 
of its faculties into the acceptance of facts which the other 
faculties contemplate with suspicion, if not with abhorrence. 
By “Sciens” the results of psychic research are discerned as 
pearls of price, but “ The Plain Citizen” (if we may adopt the 
pear omenolature of the Food Controller) ranks them as 

ofal, 


A GENERATION AGO. 


From " Liaur" or June 9TH, 1888. 


Tt looks as if hypnotism were to be compelled to show cause 
why it should be indiscriminately practised. Already placed 
under control of capable medical men in Paris, it is now inter- 
dicted in Prussia. —From “Jottings.” 


Will you have now the opinion of such a person as I have 
described [7.e., one whose whole life-training had been that of a 
careful and unprejudiced scientific observer], who for about 
ten years has studied, watched, and followed the phenomena 
of so-called Spiritualism, and who speaks front personal experi- 
ence with almost every one of them ? "Then let me tell you that 
lknow that the alleged phenomena of Spiritualism are true, 
substantially as alleged. “Substantially true as alleged "— 
that is a broad statement for any man to make, and I make it 
fearlessly, of knowledge in the premisses. It is a tremendous ad- 
mission to come from such a man as l have described myself to 
be, if ho have any regard for his reputation as a scientist. It is 
almost scientific suicide ; and when the news reaches the vener- 
able Smithsonian Institution where I live, the wits will be ask- 
ing if the remains of my reputation are to follow by expross 
and have a decent funeral.— From an address by Professor 
Elliott Coues, M.D. and Ph.D. (honorary) of the Columbian 
University of Washington (U.S.A.). 
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VERIFIED MESSAGES. 


Contearmsurep BY Miss Bazerr, OLD GARLANDS, 


SURREY. 


REDHILL, 


The automatist (Miss B.) had once or twice during 1916 
met a young Mrs. James, One day Mrs. James asked if Miss B, 
could get a message from her father-in-law, Dr. James, who 
had been dead fora year or so; nothing more was said con- 
cerning him. 

On October 13th, 1916, Miss B. was sitting alone, with the 
object of getting a message from Dr. James, While she was 
writing the friend who sits with her on these occasions came 
into the room, and remarked upon the cramped position in 
which Miss B. was sitting; she also noticed that Miss B, was 
writing from the elbow, moving the whole of the lower arm; 
Miss B.'s friend remarked that the writing was that of a para- 
lysed person. 

A few days later Mrs. James was questioned on this point, 
and she stated that Dr. James was partially paralysed, and that 
when he wrote it was in the manner described ; she also com- 
pared the script with his handwriting, and it was found to be 
very similar. 

All the following communications came through on Octo- 
ber 13th, 1916 :— 

“English must always be good .... English very hard, 
great labour." 

Note,—On October 22nd, 1916, Mrs. James called to see 
Miss B. She said that this part of the script must refer to a 
book that Dr. James had been writing, and was unable to finish 
before his death; Mrs. James’ husband had contemplated 
finishing the book, but was not good at English; his father 
wrote excellent English, and was particular in this respect. 

“ My friend John must help Philip about publishers.” 

Note.— John” referred to a Dr. John Alexander, of —— 
Hospital, London; he was an intimate friend of Dr. James. 
“ Philip" was the name of Dr. James’ son. 

“ James was years ago Surbiton. James was hearing music.” 

Note.—Dr. James used to go regularly to a certain house 
in Surbiton for musical evenings. 

“My pew was near Mrs. Arthur M..... Gates .... 
Mills.” 

Note.—Dr. James had sittings in St. Gregory's Church, 
Roehampton, a few pews behind those occupied by a Mr. Mills 
and a Mr. Gates. 

“Years ago I walked past The Gables.” 

Note.—This was the name of a large house in Roehampton, 
and Dr. James used continually to take his son there, when a 
child, to take lessons with a class of other children. 

“My son knew Simpson,” 

Note.—Simpson was son of a Mrs. Simpson, who years ago 
had lived at The Gables. 

“Mrs. Mullins was friend of ours.” 

Note.—Mrs. Mullins was a resident in Roehampton, and this 
information was correct. 

“My wife was on committees with her.” 

Note.—Correct. 

“ My wife was very keen about poor ladies.” 

Note.—Correct. She had been on a relief committee of this 
kind. 

Pseudonyms are used throughout. 

Additional Note,—Miss B. lived in Roehampton, but years 
after the death of Dr. James. 


A STORY FROM THE Front.—We have just heard of the 
following incident from one of the actors in it (a relative of 
the Editor): Two R.A.M.C. men, having finished their job 
in a certain building, rose from their seats and, passing out 
into the open air, were walking away when one of them, a 
Scotsman, looking back over his shoulder, saw a strange figure 
seated in the place they had just vacated. Eager to discover 
by what right the stranger was there, he called to his com- 
panion to follow, and they both rushed back, only to find that 
there was no one in the building beside themselves. Hardly, 
however, had they entered when an enemy bomb dropped out- 
side just in the spot where they had been walking. Had they 
not turned back when they did, it is certain they would have 
been killed, As it happened, the building was slightly damaged 
by shrapnel, and some oil was set alight. "Phe men, being on 
the premises, were able to prevent further damage, and they 
themselves were not hurt in the slightest. Now they are 
wondering who or what caused them to rush back into safety. 


——— —— 
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For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the 
Secretary 


THE REINCARNATION QUESTION. 


An address on this subject by Mrs, M. H. Wallis in the 
hall attached to the oflices of the Alliance at 6, Queen 
Square, on Friday, the 24th ult., traversed much ground 
to those who have made any close study of the 


familiar 
rhe argument of human inequality 


arguments pro and con. 
as something only to be remedied by reimbodiment was 
dealt with in the accustomed fashion; the argument that 
only by reincarnation can the development of character be 
attained met with short shrift, and other arguments of the 
more familiar kind were passed in review and dismissed, 
The CASO for rein irnation, indee l, wha regarded ns 3 Not 
proven It was an interesting and romantic speculation 
for which Mra. Wallis’s guide declared he could find no solid 
basis, although he had examined the question on his own 
side, watched the processes of birth and death and talked 
with spirit people who firmly believed in it, who were ex 

pecting to be re-embodied in flesh or claimed that they had 
already passed through successive incarnations on earth. 
One of these asserted that he had been Adam in one of his 
incarnations! (Apparently there is as much nonsense 
talked on the subject on the other side as on this.) The 
psychological factor, we gathered, was the one most in 
evidence when one sought for an explanation of the idea 
and ita influence on the minds of those who held by it. The 
interaction of minds carnate and discarnate, and impres- 
sions psychometrically gathered were accountable for much. 
This, of course, was to some extent the explanation given 
by Swedenborg, who had no belief in the doctrine. To the 
mind of the present writer it seemed that although as a 
fact in Nature there is nothing to be said for reincarna 

tion, the utter absence of any evidence worthy of the 
name being clearly apparent, it might yet represent some 
large spiritual principle outside of those concrete forms in 
which the idea is usually presented, and which,when pressed 
too far, as in the claim of some quite commonplace person 
to have been a great hero or prophet in the past, make the 
This napoct, however, the control did 


subject ludicrous 
If reincar 


not enlarge upon, and indeed it Waa needless, 
nation is a fact in the ame sense as human survival of death, 
it must reat on tho aame basis of practical demonstration. 
Possibly, like some other complicated doctrines, strangely 
amorted with that simple natural truth of man's. spiritual 
origin and destiny, the reincarnation idea is the exaggera 
some deep truth underlying the 
In that sense, then, 


tion or diatortion of 
deceptive externala of life experience 
reincarnation might be deseribed as a truth rather than a 
fact, Hut that takes us into deep waters, We must think 
within certain definite limite. Thus in dealing with the 
individual soul it ia advisable aw a general rule to think of 
it as an entity, self-conscious, self knowing, n. centre of 
affection and intelligence, We might consider it aa an 
idea in the Mternal Mind, but that, although not less true, 
would tend to vagueness and possibly lead us into some 
peculiarly eliaotie kind of meta physics 

Dr, Kilia Powell, in hie review of a book bearing what 
Was to us the strange title, " Heinenrnation the Hope of 
the World" (p. 89), quoted very pleasingly some stanzas 
from the poets They were so appealing that we are 
tempted to repeat one of them the stanza from Dante 
Gabriel Hoasetti, who was himself haunted by the idea that 
lived. before —2a8.— ‘Taso, if we remember 


he had onos 


aright 
You have been mine before, 
How long age I may not know 
Hat just when at that ewallow's aoa: 
Your noeh tormed s, 
Home veil did fall —1 knew it all of yore 


That that | poetry We ay it in no depreeating pirit 


form whieh truth. tale» in a poet's mind 


Poetry is the 
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( Beauty is truth, truth beauty ") But no amount 
poetry would reconcile us, for example, to the ides | 
some cherubic child on its mother's knee might have be 
Nero in some previous incarnation, or (looking forwar 
few centuries) the reincarnated Kaiser! 

We are quite familiar with the advanced stages of t 
in its chang 


reincarnation idea, which is a very Proteu 
Tt woy 


to meet the demands of advancing intelligence. 
not, we shall be told, be Nero or the Kaiser over again, by 
some ray or shoot or projection of a larger entity, whie 
sends down portions of itself for temporary incarnation i 
matter with a view to all-round development. Julia, in ly 
" Letters " to Mr. Stead, used the comparison of a wheel g 
which the earth personalities are spokes, But here agi 
we are plunged into metaphysics, speculative idens whi 
may be true enough in their way, but nre probably tru 
cendental aspects of very homely facts. If we aret 
deal with reincarnation practically ~and 
mystically, or transcendentally— we must 
crete evidences, and these are still to 
facts that are not explainable on 
Spirit identity we have settled on these sm 
‘the identity of John Jones discarnate vit 
If all that can be show 


not poetically 
look for con 
We mut 


any othe 


seek, 


have 
ground, 
practical lines 
the John Jones we knew on earth. 
is that the return of John Jones to earth represents merely 
another physical expression of some larger personality, d 
which the original John Jones was an off-shoot, then wear 
very much where we were before, for in the large sens it 
is doubtless true that each of us is an individualised 
expression, a "ray" or "facet" of the Cosmic Spirita 
Universal Intelligence, But that gives reincarnation a: 
interpretation so vast that for the practical purposes 
everyday life it can be left out of account. It belong 
to those regions of spiritual experience, vision and insight 
which visit us but rarely because they do not yet form put 
of our human estate. In the meantime we must boll 
firmly by practical duties, common-sense views—we mus 
“cultivate our garden,” as the French philosopher putit 
We may recognise that the sun is the source of its life an! 
growth, but if we are continually gazing at the sun av 
speculating on its mysteries the garden is likely tol 
neglected, 


MEETINGS. 


MAY 


THE 
(Continued from page 173.) 


A MISSIONER AND HER MESSAGE. 


Mna. Janny WALKER, who is well known in Canada and th 
United States as a devoted worker in the Woman's Movemet 
and in Temperance Reform, as well as an eloquent speaker o 
Spiritualist platforms, next addressed the meeting. She con 
gratulated London Spiritualists on their gala day, and on th 
paper to which they had listened in the morning—a remarkal 
paper in many respects, With reference to Lyceum work 
which Mr. Connor had brought under their notice, more diret 
attention was given to that subject on the other side the 
here. Thoir Lycoums were well organised and well sustains! 
by the members and were of great value in producing young 
ardent and enthusiastio workers, Propaganda work in Canad 
was difficult on account of tho great distances and tho spare 
neas of population, but it was being sustained magnificently 
Of course her hearers had their own diflieulties to face, and &* 
was glad that they had in their Union a Court of Appeal | 
whioh societios could come to make known their wishes aw 
complaints, They might sometimes be tempted to give up, bet 
with all the differences and difficultios with which th 
had to contend they found it was better to hold : 
Spiritualists needed to have a clear vision and a hg 
ideal an ideal to stimulate their best efforta, and + 
vision so clear and free from distortion that they w 
not find themselves mistaken or disappointed. With the 
clear vision must go largeness of hoart and keenness of fe 
ing, but they must learn not only to see clearly and fed 
koonly, but to combine sensitiveness with self-control, The 
must know themselves —underatand something of the wonde 
ful mechanism of their own nature, so that they could put th 
hand on the lever and regulate life's activition wisely, Lately 
she had been visiting the Welsh valley a, and found that perm 
there were learning much underground that they had. =i 


learned overground, They were demonstrating the valw 


SO 


m 
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the Spiritualist teaching that "there is no death," with the 
result that she could see the beginning in Wales of a mighty 
revival. Lastly, it was essential to the success of their great 
movement that they should keep in line and march forward 
faithfully. Sometimes she could hear the tramp of the feet of the 
ages. In days gone by she had sat in that building and doubted 
Spiritualism, and said to herself, “ There is nothing in it," But 
she had learned the value of concentration. — For years she had 
sat alone morning after morning, till at last. the truth was borne 
in upon her with conviction, and then the call to service came. 
And when the call came to us from the heights, we must needs 
obey. So now she stood before the world to bear witness to 
the truth of Spiritualism—a truth that must and would prevail. 
(Applause.) 
A STORY FROM THE FRONT. 


Mn. EnNEST OATEN, in the course of an inspiriting address, 
told the story of how he had met recently, after a separation of 
many years, an old member of his chapel, who, like himself, 
had been driven out of the congregation by religious bigotry. 
This man—a soldier—had been one of the men of Mons, the 
" old Contemptibles," and to his surprise Mr. Oaten found that 
after his return from the wars, his friend had become a Spirit- 
ualist, for they met together at a gathering of Spiritualists. 
After the usual expressions of pleasure and surprise on the part 
ofthe two friends so strangely brought together, Mr. Oaten 
inquired what had brought his friend into Spiritualism, since 
on leaving the chapel he had become an agnostic. ‘The soldier 
replied that while in France it fell to him as sergeant-major to 
inquire into the religions of several men newly joined. Amongst 
them was a bright lad, who replied that he was a Spiritualist. 
That, of course, is a denomination not recognised by the army, 
and the sergeant-major pooh-poohed the idea, But the young 
private was firm. He explained that he formerly belonged to a 
Spiritualist Lyceum at Halifax, that he had joined the colours 
as a Spiritualist, and a Spiritualist he would remain. This 
excited the sergeant's curiosity. He decided to watch the 
young soldier carefully and see how he behaved. In the result he 
found him “ one of the straightest lads I ever had under my con- 
trol.” On their return to tho rest trenches after the desperate 
fighting of the early days of the war, the men were, as usual 
on Sunday, told off to attend their various places of worship. 
The lad having no religious service he cared to attend went off 
by himself, but was quickly joined by the sergeant-major, who 
was anxious to know more of the strange doctrine which 
soomed to have so good an influence on his subordinate. So 
thoy walked away together, sergeant-major and private, a 
breach of the rules of military etiquette, and for two hours the 
youn private explained Spiritualism to his superior officer, 

And I found," said Mr. Oaten's friend, “that he was giving 
me just the ideas I had had for ten years, and thought 
I was the only one who had them." Later he got into 
touch with other Spiritualists at the front, for, as Mr. Oaten 
explained, thero are thousands of young Lyceumists from the 
Midlands and Northern counties serving with the colours in 
France and elsewhere, From Burnley district one hundred 
Lycoum lads had joined the colours, It was not for love of 
fighting ; it was their deeply ingrained sense of striving to do 
thoir duty, Tho end of Mr. Oaten's story is a touching one, 
On his return to the front line the young soldier was struck in 
the temple by a bullet while putting a sandbag into its place 
during a heavy bombardment, “Carry on, boys!" he said; 
"I dio as I lived.” And the elder soldier, filled with admira- 
tion, vowed that if ever he returned to “ Blighty” he would 
sok out the Spiritualists and test for himself the strength of 
the lad's religion. “To-day,” said Mr, Oaten, “he is one of 
the founders (and secretary) of the Penygraig Society in South 
Wales.” 

POINTS FROM MR. OATEN'8 ADDRESS 


Spiritualism is not something to believe in so much as a 
now attitude towards life—the attitude of patiently proving all 
things and not adopting someone else's ideas. 

To have proved that there are powers and facultios within 
humanity whieh death cannot kill is a tremendous achievement, 
The discovery of a spirit world would moan little but for our 
possession of a psychical nature upon which that world 
ean act. 

Everyone should bo prepared for the change of death, but 
always determined that it shall be a change for the botter, 

No sonsitiveness is too great if it is controlled. Tho greater 
your sensitivonoss tho greater your power for good and the 
troer consciousness of tho Universe. Remember, the 
person who is most suitable to be controlled by the spirit world 
is the person who has bost loarnod how to control himsolf. 


Whew I tell any truth, it in not for the sake of convineing 
those who do not know it, but for the sake of defending those 
whe do,.—WitttAM BLAKE * 
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TELEPATHY, ITS NATURE AND FUTURE 
POSSIBILITIES. 


(Continued from page 171.) 


Lil.—By W. W. BaGGALLY. 
(Member of the Council of the S.P.R. and author of 
""Telepathy.") 


As to the future possibilities of telepathy as a mode of 
inter-communication that may in time supplement or even 
replace more mechanical methods I am unable to express an 
opinion either pro or con, That telepathy is a fact I know from 
personal experiences, but at present its modus operandi is not 
known, and until it is it would be venturesome to predict its 
possibilities, It appears to me that in order that telepathy 
should supplement and replace more mechanical methods it 
would require that the thoughts transmitted by an agent 
should be received correctly invariably by a percipient. So far 
as my experience goes this has not been accomplished in the 
past. Whether it will be in the future I cannot say. 

The detection of telepathy as a scientific fact is com- 
paratively recent, and much will have to be done before it 
receives its explanation and its possibilities are unfolded. 

W. W. BaGGALLY, 


IV.—By Sr. Groros Lane Fox Pirr, 


(Member of the Council of the S.P.R.) 


“Telepathy " is a comparatively new word with many mean- 
ings, varying with the use made of the term by different 
exponents and writers. It is sometimes used to imply the 
exercise of a mental " faculty," corresponding rather vaguely 
to what Buddhist literature speaks of as a sixth sense—an 
essentially mental sense—supplementing and synthesising the 
other five, " Insight,” "intuition," " sympathy," " rapport," 
are familiar expressions all more or less suggestive of a sixth 
sense, 

The belief in our absolute physical and psychic isolation is 
now rarely held even by the most hardened materialists, Pro- 
fessor Henri Bergson, in his presidential address to the S.P.R., 
offered a figure which may be helpful in elucidating the matter. 
He spoke of a kind of psychic “ osmosis” taking place in sub- 
conscious activities between different individuals, He said that 
if this osmosis occurred at all (and this he held to have been 
amply demonstrated) it was always operative, though as a 
general rule its action was practically unnoticeable; while too 
free an osmosis, he pointed out, would be highly inconvenient 
in ordinary life. 

In my own view, the main barrier to telepathic action 
depends on egoistic emotion ; although great emotional excess 
may on occasion give rise to specific and restricted forms of 
such activity, often, indeed, with misleading and very mis- 
chievous effects. 

I hold strongly that the "development" of telepathic 
“powers” should never be sought for their own sake, or for 
mechanistic ends, but that a higher telepathy would be the 
normal and healthy outcome of self-control and a noble idealism, 


Sr. G. Lane Fox Prr, 


V.—By Maron-GgNgmat SIR ALFRED TURNER, 


l would rather be excused from expressing any views at 
present on the nature and possibilities of telepathy, My expo- 
riences of thought-transferenee of late have been inconsiderable, 
but I would like to give one which is remarkable, and which 
may have some suggestive bearing on the discussion, 

A few yoars ago I was present ata séancein London, Tho 
medium was a celebrated one, whose supernormal faculty was 
very great; the sitters, six or seven in number, were all in 
sympathy, I was at that time in touch with a medium, not a 
professional one, who has since passed over, Her powers, 
especially with a crystal, were at times marvellous, At the 
séance I was disturbed by tho regret that she was not present 
We had not boon sitting long when a knock on the door was 
heard, and when it was oponed the lady medium in question 
appeared and asked if she might join the circle, As I know 
her well and was able to vouch for her she was admitted, Sho 
was not known at the time to the lady of the house, in which 
sho had never previously boon; sho said she had received a 
strong thought impulse (just at the timo that 1 was wishing 
sho was present) that a sdance at which her presence was 
dosirod was boing held in a certain house, that sho followed the 
impulse, and was directed thereto by an unseon influence. Tho 

wianee was an entirely private one, and none of the sitters had 
soon or spoken to her of it beforehand. 

That telepathy exists, and at timos gives the most oxtra- 
ordinary renal, no one who has had any experience of it can 
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doubt. Why at times this power (aecording to my experience) 
comes so strongly to one, and then remains dormant for often 
a long period, I do not presume to hazard an opinion. I am 
referring, of course, only to telepathy between living persons. 
Of such communications with those who have gone before, I 
have had innumerable proofs; these have nearly all been 


through mediums, usually in a state of trance. 
ALFRED E. TURNER. 


ELEMENTALS AND NATURE SPIRITS. 


At the outset of his address on “ Elementals and Nature 
Spirits," before the members and friends of the Alliance on the 
16th ult., the spirit guide of Mrs. M. H. Wallis confessed that 
the subject was a very difficult one to deal with because it was 
practically impossible for any man to take an entirely compre- 
hensive view of life and all its forms of manifestation. The 
finite could not grasp the infinite. But to him it seemed a 
great truth that God, the Infinite Spirit, was ever seeking to 
find expression through the finite. In unison with that 
thought he held the thought that when death came to 
any of the forms of life below man there was a reabsorp- 
tion into the great ocean of spirit. They were taken back 
into the great laboratory to be used again and again. The 
claim was made concerning both angels and nature spirits that 
they were direct, orders of creative expression, but there was, so 
far as he could judge, no evidence to justify that claim. Man was 
related to the higher intelligences; he had attained self-con- 
sciousness and never lost his individuality, and yet at the same 
time he registered in himself that which related him con- 
sciously or unconsciously to all the forms of life below his own. 
But he (the speaker) had not been able to discover any being 
—elemental or nature spirit—that could be looked upon as so 
far individualised on the astral plane as to become the missing 
link between self-conscious man and thése lower forms of life. 
There always seemed to him a clear line of distinction. One 
truth, however, was evidenced on the spirit side of being. 
While there were many individuals who would not only occupy 
a higher grade of existence than they did in earth-life, 
but whose whole appearance would be improved, there were 
others whose features bore even here traces of something below 
the human—traces which would then be more conspicuously 
manifested. Some faces were bovine, some were bird-like, some 
reminded us of the lion, the tiger, or the bulldog. He was in- 
clined to think that certain clairvoyants who thought they saw 
elementals with something of the human and animal combined, 
were really seeing, through a haze of illusion, persons who in 
earth-life had been very brutish, and who had registered that 
resemblance in their spiritual bodies. Some people were ele- 
mentary through no fault of their own. They were incapable 
of clear thought and definite action, save on a low stage, and on 
passing away this condition would manifest itself, though 
afterwards they would rise above it; and it was to be remem- 
bered that the power of some clairvoyants was limited to see- 
ing the condition of persons at the time of their transition, 
Eid those persons might have long left that condition behind 


- THE FOUNT OF LIFE. 


From that first fount and spring of kindly light, 
Not space divides, nor leagues unending part 
The central fire from earth’s dim shades of night, 
But and ordered ranks; as from man’s heart 
His limbs in turn the de Capa EE a 
Through kingdoms, states, degrees the piercing rays 
Pour forth, in cd and realms uncounted Paro 
Their golden web of joy and grateful praise. 
From all afar, beyond, yet near to all 
The waves of love in one great impulse roll 
To note the burdened ant, the sparrow’s fall, 
And reach at last and bless each trembling soul. 
F. F. 0. 


Some three years ago an account was given in Liaur of the 
cure by spirit healing of a lady suffering from an internal 
The account was read by another lady who had been 
a helpless invalid for some fifteen years, and who on being put 
into communication with the healer, who is the medium for a 
spirit-doctor, underwent a course of treatment, with the result 
that within a year she was restored to health. The whole stor, 
is so remarkable that the grateful patient has published a boo 
rera late Ur orga epg f which the cure was 
and the strong evidences that she was really in the 
vare of an unseon agency. ‘This book is entitled " One Thing I 
Know ; or, The Power of the Unseen " (J. M, Watkins, 3s. 6d.). 


L.S.A. SOCIAL GATHERING, 


Doubtless the hall of the Art Workers’ Guild could accom. 
modate more people on an emergency, but for a social gather. 
ing it was quite as full on the afternoon of the 30th ult. as it 
could conveniently be. May we be pardoned if we confess 
that to us the pleasure afforded by the sight of so many inte. 
rested and animated groups was mixed with a wondering 
speculation as to what proportion of the many present who 
were making the acquaintance of that delightful interior for the 
first time would find their way there again to some at least of 
the summer meetings, the arrangements for which the acting 
President of the Alliance, Mr. Henry Withall, announced in the 
course of the proceedings? To be sure, there were special 
attractions on this occasion—opportunities not only of enjoying 
" tea and talk," but of listening to three beautiful 'cello solos 
by the chairman’s talented niece, Miss Violet Withall, and to 
brilliantly executed pianoforte selections by Messrs. H. M. 
Field and A. Weismann; though in the session just ended this 
last-mentioned feature has not been absent from most of the 
ordinary meetings. Miss Withall’s repertoire, in which she was 
accompanied by Mr. Weismann, consisted of “Berceuse” 
(Godard), “Largo” (Daniel Van Goens), and “ Tarantelle" 
(W. H. Squire). Mr. Field’s contribution was the “Spinning 
Chorus” (“The Flying Dutchman”) arranged by Liszt; and 
Mr. Weismann’s the closing scene from “ Tristan and Isolde,” 
In the course of his brief address, Mr. Withall stated that two 
hundred and sixty-five new members had joined the Alliance 
since the beginning of the year. Hitherto the society had been 
content with two sessions yearly, but the present were abnormal 
times, in which many people who used to go into the country 
were compelled to stay at home, and some of those who had 
greatly enjoyed the Tuesday and Friday meetings were very 
desirous that they should be continued into the summer 
months. The Council had resolved by way of compromise to 
engage the hall, if possible, for three monthly dates—viz., July 
5th, August 13th, and September 5th, and on each occasion to 
have two meetings—an hour of clairvoyant descriptions, fol- 
lowed after a brief interval by an hour with Mrs. Wallis's spirit 
control the first meeting to be confined, as hitherto, to 
members, the second to be open also to associates and friends 
(the latteron payment of 1s.). It was also proposed to have 
three meetings of a different type—the first two on Saturday 
afternoons (July 13th and August 17th) in the gardens respec- 
tively of Dr. Ellis T. Powell and himself (the chairman), and the 
third, which would be similar to that afternoon's entertainment, 
to be held in that hall on Thursday afternoon, September 12th. 
Mr. Withall concluded with an earnest appeal to those of his 
hearers who were convinced Spiritualists to do what they could 
tointerest others in the movement. "The best way was not to 
ram their convictions down their neighbours’ throats, but to be 
willing to acknowledge their Spiritualism openly, and they 
would soon find that they were centres to which people would 
come for enlightenment and consolation. 


"LIGHT" SUSTENTATION FUND, 1918. 


To the lists of donations given in previous issues, amounting 
to £152 10s. lld., we have now to add the following, with 
grateful acknowledgments: L. Hart, 5s. ; Mrs. A. Gibson, 5s. 


A NEW edition of “There is No Death,” by the late Florence 
Marryat, has been issued by Messrs. Rider and Son. It is 
bound in cloth and can be obtained at the office of Lranr, at 
2s. 6d., or 3s. post free. 

Messrs. Cectn Parmer AND Haywarp, of Bloomsbury- 
street, W.C., hope to have ready for issue during July a now 
work by Mr. Horace Leaf dealing with our subject in a simple 
and popular style and entitled “ What is this Spiritualism ?" 
It will be published at 3s, 6d. net. 

“Spinir Teacuines” BY “M.A. (Oxon)”: A New Edition. 
—The original editions of this important work having long 
been exhausted and the book become almost unprocurable, the 
London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., has at great expense re 
printed the work as an eighth edition. It contains a biography 
and portraits of the author, and can be obtained at the office of 
Licur at the price of 6s., or 6s. 6d. post free. 

Sprit Heatine.—Mrs, A. Gibson (26, Haven Green, 
Ealing, W. 5) writes: “ Perhaps some of your readers who are 
physically ill would appreciate the offer made by a band of 
spirit workers on the other side of life who, seeing our shortage 
of medical men for civil work, promise to give healing treat- 
ment to patients during the sleep state. Name in full is all 
that is needed ; acknowledgment of any benefit derived is the 
only payment. A prayer guild is also formed for our soldiors’ 
a mae? protection—name in full is all that is required for 
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THE BOOK TABLE. 


We have already referred to the appearance of Mrs. 
Sidgwick’s abridgment of the two large volumes issued in 
1886, under the title “ Phantasms of the Living," by Messrs, 
Edmund Gurney, Frederic W. H. Myers, and Frank Podmore. 
That it is a classic goes without saying, and it is now so well 
known and was so extensively reviewed on its first appearance 
that anything in the nature of a critical examination of the 
work is superfluous, more especially because in the intervening 
years the evidences have been multiplied indefinitely, and the 
whole case for thought-transference and allied phenomena 
raised above the high-water mark of suspicion or uncertainty. 
None the less, the reappearance of the book to-day is distinctly 
an event; it signifies the growing demand for the recorded 
evidences, and it marks to us an advance in progress towards 
the establishment of telepathy not merely as a fact, but as a 
faculty that may eventually be made of practical value, "That 
isno longer an Utopian idea. We look confidently for the 
coming of mind-to-mind methods of communication to supple- 
ment, if not eventually to displace, physical modes. If the pre- 
sent famine in some of the materials of writing and printing 
tends to accelerate the advance of telepathy, it will be quite 
consistent with the methods of evolution on lower levels, where 
the organ or faculty is brought into existence to meet a need. 

Mr, Ignatius Singer's “The Theocracy of Jesus" (C. W. 
Daniel, 18. net), described as "a lay sermon,” focusses atten- 
tion in a forceful manner on the ethical teaching of Jesus as 
distinguished from the doctrinal system of Christianity so- 
called, for which, he holds, Jesus was in no wise responsible. 
Christianity, he affirms, is powerless for good because it has re- 
jected the one law on which evory other social or moral 
law is based—the law, namely, of the Golden Rule, which, 
far from being useless or negligible, is the basis of organised 
society. His indictment is a strong one, but to our mind 
its effect is only weakened by putting all the blame on St. 
Paul, He does this by making the great apostle to the Gentiles, 
but for whom the Western world would probably have never 
heard of Jesus or his teaching, responsible for everything, 
whether in the Pauline epistles or in the Gospels, with which 
he does not agree. He speaks, for instance, of St. Paul's 
“grossly materialistic conception of a future state—a kingdom 
where the saints were ‘to eat and drink at the table of the 
Lord and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’ " 
An ignorant reader would suppose these words were Paul's, 
whereas they are a misquotation of a promise attributed in the 
Gospels to Jesus himself (Matt. xix. 28, and Luke xxii. 30). 
They are absolutely unlike anything Paul is recorded to have 
said or written. Again, Mr. Singer cites from Paul's letter to 
the Galatians his anathema ou anyone who should preach to 
thom a different gospel from that which he had preached, and 
proceeds to quote some precepts of Jesus (which can be 
matched by similar precepts in Paul's epistles) as if they 
somehow came under this curse, whereas the merest glance at 
the context (Gal. I. and IL) would show that the particular 
"other Gospel" which excited the Apostle's fiery denuntia- 
tion (no stronger than Christ's own denunciation of those who 
offended “ these little ones ") was one which had no message 
for any children of the Divine Father save those who would 
consent to adopt Judaism. We are not concerned to defend 
all Paul's teaching, but in the instances we have referred to we 
think he has not been quite justly treated. 

"My Holy Place,” by Arthur Burgess (the Theosophical 
Publishing House, wrappers 1s. cloth 2s.), is a work which 
might be described in the words of a mystical poet as "a little 
book of melody and love.” ‘There is some delightful word- 
painting, and its rhapsodies have a fine emotional quality. 
There is, indeed, something about them which seems to dissolve 
away those intellectual prejudices awakened by allusions to 
"the Motherine” and "the Masters," The emotional element 
in certain aspects of Theosophy has sometimes seemed to us 
cold and forced, but here the angularities appear to be naturally 
softened, 


THE L.S.A. MEMORIAL 


The L.S.A. Council and Ligur acknowledge with thanks the 
following further donations towards the fund of £10,000:— 


ENDOWMENT FUND. 


gd. 

In Loving Memory of Charles Harold Weede 
and Hubert George Weeden to 2 6 0 0 
In Memory of Charles Tudor-Jones PX o 010 0 


Husk Funp.—Mrs. Etta Duffus, ot Penniwolls, Elstree, 
Horts, acknowledges with thanks the following contri- 
bution: Edzell, 2s. 
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TOLSTOY AND THE SIMPLE LIFE. 


On Thursday, May 23rd, at the hall of the Art Workers’ 
Guild, Mr. W. J. Vanstone gave the seventh and last of his 
series of lectures on ~“ Reformers, Seers and Philosophers,” his 
subject being Tolstoy, the great Russian prophet of the simple 
life, a man whom he regarded as embodying in himself the dual 
nature—barbarian on one side, spiritual on the other—of the 
Russian people, the one aspect of that nature pictured for us 
in the profligacy of his early manhood, the other in the noble 
self-renunciation of his later career. This dreamer of social 
revolution was no hero-worshipper liko Carlyle, but the very 
reverse. His whole idea was communistic. Like Ruskin, his soul 
was set on getting the people back to the land. Finding how 
almost impossible it was in the sphere to which he was born to 
do anything towards realising his dream of social reform he 
became an anarchist and was cast out of society and excom- 
municated from the Church he loved. So we found him doing 
strange things—refusing military service and inciting others to 
refuse to fight, casting over the idea of property, giving up all 
his wealth and position in order that he might literally be a 
peasant. Himself a toiler—ploughing, wood-eutting, drawing 
water for the villagers, living in simplicity—he preached his 
gospel to all the world, speaking " with authority and not as 
the scribes,” and pilgrims from far and near sought him out to 
hear his counsel. Mr. Vanstone alluded to Tolstoy's leading 
works, his teaching regarding education and conduct, and the 
pathetic circumstances of his death in November, 1910. 

At the close of the lecture Mr. Henry Fox expressed the 
high appreciation which he was sure all present shared with 
himself of the course of lectures to which they had listened. 
They were worthy of far larger audiences, embodying as they 
did the very spirit of the highest education—an education 
founded not on dry facts but on the true understanding of 
life, the essence of all real knowledge. 


TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming 
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the 
name of the soclety) and 6d. for every additional line. 


Steinway Hall, Lower Seymouy-street, W. 1,—0,30. p.m, 
Mr. Ernest Hunt, 16th, Mr. Horace Leaf. 

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge-place, W.4— 
11, Mr. Ernest Hunt; 6.30, Mr. P. E. Beard, Wednesday, 
June 12th, 7.30, Mr. Thomas Ella. 

Church of New Revealing, 131, West End Lane, Hamp- 
stead.—1) a.m. and 6,30 p.m. 

Küngston-on- Thames, Bishop's Hall.—6.30, Mrs. Cannock, 
address and clairvoyance. —M. W, 

Camberwell.— Masonie Hall.—11, service; 6.30, Dr. Van- 
stone. l6th, 11, Mr. H. Leaf; 6.30, Mrs. Beaumont-Sigall. 

Woolwich and Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, 
Plumstead.—8, Lyceum; 7, Mrs. Irwin, written questions and 
clairvoyance. 

Brighton.— Windsor Hall, Windsor-street,—11.15 and 7, Mr. 
H. Boddington, addresses ; 3.15, Lyceum. Wednesday, 8, publio 
meeting. 

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood, — Old Steine Hall.—11,30 
and 7, and Monday, 7.45, Mr. A, Vout Peters, Tuesday and 
Thursday, at 7.45; Friday, 7.30. All welcome. 


Villas-road, 


A Parapox.—In breaking up fallow ground the farmer and 
philosopher have duties in common; they must follow the 
ploughshare and not go before it, yet keep their eyes on the 
objective so that the furrow may be true.—R. Ress. 

LEwisHAM SrrmiTUALIST SoorgrTY,— We learn that this 
society is progressing very satisfactorily, the report read at a 
recent business meeting showing a balance in hand of just over 
£4 and a membership of fifty. The society is commencing a 
library and classes for elocution, and also has in viewa Lycoum 
and a meeting for ladies, 

Wircuerarr Acr AMENDMENT I'unp.—The treasurer of 
the Spiritualists’ National Union, Ltd., Mr. T. H. Wright (10, 
Victoria-avenue, Sowerby Bridge), sends us tho following state- 

ment of the above fund to the end of May: Amount brought 
forward, £916 6s. 7d.; per Mr. E. W. Oaten (S. Notts, 10s. ; 
Mrs. Lowe, Nottingham, 105), £1; Liverpool Society of 
Spiritualists (per Mrs. A. S. Riymond), £l 7s, 3d.; Leeds 
Psycho (per Mv. J. H. Mountain), 5s. 3d.; Glossop Spiritual 
Church, M.O.P. and collection, 15s.; per Mrs. W. Hollins- 
head (circle), Walsall, 10s; Union of London Spiritualists, re- 
tiring collection at Convention, £1 5s.; Brierfield Spiritual 
Society, 5s. "Total, £921 14s, ld, 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We occasionally admit to our columns the views of those 
who take an attitude strongly at variance with the con- 
yictions held by the generality of our readers. Quite apart 
from the necessity of hearing both sides, if we are to be 
fair, there is a distinct need at times for a dash of cold 
materialism to act as a corrective to the extremists in 
psychical inquiry. We do not, as a rule, find these 
amongst the experienced followers of the subject. They 
are more often found in the ranks of those who, converted 
from materialistic views, shaw a tendency to rush violently 
tothe other extreme and embrace doctrines which strike 
uas freakish and extravagant. ©. E. B., whose views on 
telepathy we give this week, is not by any means a 
materialist, but his remarks will challenge attention as 
running counter to the opinions generally accepted by 
students of psychical science. It is well to be put on our 
mettle now and again. We question the assumption 


implied in O. E. B.'s remarks that civilisation, with its, 


complexities, its artificialities, its over-elaboration, is always 
an advance on such primitive faculties as are represented 
(according to C. E. B.) by telepathy. Some of our 
progress” has led us away from the “primal sanities.” 
Contrast, for example, the affirmations of savages concern- 
ing death with the negations of highly civilised men. So 
far as the march of intellect has made us deaf to the 
promptings of intuition we have to retrace our steps. 


* * * * 


We do not regard telepathy as a reversion to the past» 
but rather as a rediscovery of a faculty always in existence’ 
and now coming under the cold scrutiny of psychical 
science. The savage has sound teeth and clear eyesight. 
Artificial teeth and spectacles may be triumphs of civilisa- 
tion, but somehow we prefer the natural to the artificial. 
Probably the artificial stage of civilisation is a phase 
through which evolving man must pass before he enters 
again into his old natural inheritance ona higher level and 
with a better understanding of the method of employing it 
to the highest ends. We look forward to the time when in 
higher spheres we can converse mind to mind without the 
often tedious limitations of oral or written speach. We 
think of it as an advance on our present condition. It is 
odd to hear such a power dismissed as "a dwindling asset 
of human faculty." Certain politicians n century or so ago 
gloated over the “ progress” of England in passing from an 
agricultural country to an industrial one. ‘The ability to 
till the soil and extract the truest kind of wealth became 
“a dwindling asset of human faculty” in England. We 
have smarted for the mistake: it came near to destroying 
us as a nation. ‘To-day we are going back to Nature as fast 
as we can and reviving an ancient form of activity, largely 
atrophied by long disuse,” to quote C. E. B.'s allusion to 
telepathy, 


Mr. Edward Clodd's reply to Miss Lilian Whiting last 
week exemplifies the necessity of confining controversy to 
main issues. ‘Time is simply wasted by the process of con- 
centrating attention oBSmàll details. ‘These are not the 
days for pottifogging Ug «Dv As, who is a well-known 
American writer, although her name is apparently un- 
known to Mr. Clodd, dealt with the inaccuracies in his 
volume, “The Question," and gave some examples in proof, 
Mr. Clodd gracefully acknowledges some of them; “I plead 
guilty per incuriam,” he writes. But all these things are 
side issues. Mr. Clodd quotes Matthew Arnold in a way 
which might as easily be turned against his own posi- 
tion :— 

Born into life !—in vain, 
Opinions, those or these, 
Unalter'd to retain 

The obstinate mind decrees. 


It is not to be forgotten that Mr. Clodd retains unaltered 
views originally shared with him by numbers of equally dis- 
tinguished men who, on a painstaking investigation of the 
" spiritistic hypothesis," have found occasion to change their 
opinions. We were recently visited by a distinguished lawyer 
whose outlook on life was completely transformed by super- 
normal events happening in his own family circle. His case 
is typical of hundreds who to-day are being drawn to our 
subject without reference to what Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle and Dr. Crawford may say on the one 
hand or Mr. Clodd, Dr. Mercier and Mr. Maskelyne on the 


other. ‘They have got the facts for themselves at first 


hand, è 2 = 


Truly it is as Cicero put it, in a well-known passage, 
“Time effaces the comments of opinion, but it confirms the 
judgments of Nature." In other words, speculative opinions 
pass away, whilst inferences drawn from Nature and truth 
abide permanently. ‘The views of the opponents of psy- 
chical research are speculative opinions. Its defenders rely 
on the facts of Nature. They speak from personal experi- 
ences, which, for one reason or another, have been denied 
to their critics. ‘The case does not stand or fall by minutia 
of any kind. ‘The opposition has to disprove, and not to 
insinuate a doubt of, the capacity of thousands of living 
witnesses of all grades of mind and character. It is not a 
question to be settled by quibblings about Mrs. Piper or any 
particular professional medium. We want no carefully 
isolated facts. We want the whole question reviewed care- 
fully and dispassienately by those equipped with knowledge 
and experience. It is a vast one, and has so far sustained 
the worst efforts of its enemies, and is advancing instead of 
retiring. We want it to be subjected to every possible test. 
It is too terrific a subject to be allowed to escape any legiti- 
mate ordeal by which it can be tried. That is why we are 
so patient with Mr. Clodd and his coadjutors. Only we 
wish they knew a little more of the question at first hand. 
They would not then make so many mistakes, per ineuriam or 
otherwise. 


L.S.A. Mgerinas.—We may remind our readers that the 
first of the monthly twofold meetings announced at the recent 
social gathering will be held in the Alliance rooms next Friday 
week, July 5th, and will consist of clairvoyant descriptions at 
3 p.m., followed at 4.30 by answers to questions through the 
mediumship of Mrs, M. H. Wallis. ‘The meeting for clairvoy- 
ance will be strictly confined to members; the other will be 
open to both members and associates, who can also introduce 
their friends on payment of 1s, 
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“THE NEW REVELATION”: AN 
APPRECIATION AND SOME COMMENTS. 


By A KiNc's CovNsEL. 


Sir Arthur Conan, Doyle shows in “The New Revelation ” 
that his conversion to “ Spiritualism” was slow, but has been 
thorough; and he has become convinced not merely of its 
truth, but of its great value to mankind. When he completed 
his medical education in 1882 he was a convinced materialist, 
as man's personal destiny,and had no belief in survival 
after desth. Shortly afterwards, however, Sir Arthur com- 
menced his inquiries into psychic phenomena, and in 1887 he 
contributed a letter to LicHT detailing some experiences 
he had had at a séance. But at this time, and for long after- 
wards, he remsined sceptical upon the subject of genuine spirit 
intercourse. d 

About 189] Sir Arthur joined the Psychical Research 
Society, and he says: “I might have drifted on for my whole 
life as a psychical researcher, showing a sympathetic but more 
or less dilettante attitude towards the whole subject. - 
But the war came and brought earnestness into all our souls 
and made us look more closely at our beliefs and re-assess their 
values." 

Spiritualism is the breaking down of the walls between two 
worlds, a direct message from beyond. It is of great import- 
ance from the point of view of religion, and supports and 
gives objective reality to religion, making it a very real thing— 
a matter of actual experience and fact. Since the commence- 
ment of the war Sir Arthur has had exceptional opportunities 
of confirming the truth of the views he had formed of the 
power of spirit intercourse. — - 

Referring to the contention sometimes raised that the 
phenomena and messages come from fiends who personate 
dead, he says : “It is difficult to think that those who hold 
view 


in the New Testament, “ the levitations, the tongues of fire, 

the rushing wind, the spiritual gifts, the working of wonders— 

we feel that the central fact of all, the continuity of life and 
ith the ‘dead,’ was certainly known.” 

There are a few points upon which “The New Revelation " 


record as returning, and generally they are quite recent. Hence 
one gets all one's views from the one i as it were, 
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but merely an upward movement when the spirit is rej 
for it. 

On the same page (p. 97) it is stated in reference to spirit 
on different planes that "the lower cannot ascend, but th, 
higher can descend at will" Higher spirits can, no doubt, 
descend, but the statement that lower spirits are unable t 
ascend would appear to require qualification. Lower spirits, 
according to numerous communications received by the writa, 
can ascend, if the plane they visit is not very much higher than 
the one to which they properly belong; but the difference in 
the vibrations is such that they cannot remain on a higher plang 
for more than a short time. 

In " The New Revelation " reference is made to Raymond 
Lodge and to the possibility that some of the statements made 
by him concerning the spirit world were mistaken. As to this, 
I would point out that Raymond Lodge, at the date of the 
communications, had passed over very recently, and, like 1 
stranger in a new country, he could not be expected to know s 
much aboutits ways as those who have been there for a lon; 
period. 

In spite of this criticism upon the few points above referred 
to, “The New Revelation" is an interesting, thoughtful, and 
instructive work, and is a valuable contribution to the liter 
ture upon this all-important subject. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Licut” or June 23np, 1888.) 


Mrs. Britten's late visit to Glasgow has created great publie 
interest on the subject of Spiritualism. The editor of the 
Glasgow “ Evening News” deputed a commissioner to interview 
Mrs. Britten, and to make special inquiry into the subject of 
the phenomena and philosophy of Spiritualism, the result being 
that three leading articles have already appeared. This circum- 
stance has produced a large amount of correspondence both 
from opponents and friends. 


The “St. James's Gazette” quotes the following French 
prophecy: " A Belgian paper (the ‘Tablet’ says) professes to 
have a really curious passage out of an old book in 
the State Library of Brussels. This book was published by 
Jean Stratiusin Lyons in the year 1585, and contains a number 
of astrological 'prophecies' much in the style of the more 
celebrated ones of Nostradamus. Among these is said to i 
the following :— 


Tu dois vivre et mourir, 6 Gaule, soubs trois Bo. 
Deux Siécles sous Bo L, tu haulseras, ó Gaule. 

Tu corseras Bo IL, ains te feras lambeau. 

Pais soubs mitron Bo IIL, Bis Clem clora ton rile. 


The meaning of these lines seems to be something like this: 
‘Thou must live and die, O Gaul, under three Bo's, For tw» 
centuries under Bo I. thou shalt rise, O Gaul. Thou shalt raise 
up (?) Bo IL, and thus shalt rend thyself into pieces. Then 
under Bo IIL, the baker, Bis Clem will end thy róle.” The ex- 
planation of the supposed * prophecy ' is clear enough. 'Bol' 
is the Bourbon dynasty, which ruled France for two centuries— 
from 1589 to 1789—from Henry IV. to the outbreak of the 
Revolution. ‘Bo IL.’ is evidently Napoleon Bonaparte, and the 
‘ corseras” seems to be a play upon his Corsican origin. Lastly, 
who can fail to see that ‘Bo IIL, the baker,’ is Boulanger? 
Whilst the ‘ Bis Clem’ who is to bring France's destiny to sa 
ignominious end [!] can only be Bis/marck] and Clém/enceas). 
Such is said to be the prophecy published in 1555 by one 
Jacques Molan, Doctor of Laws and Advocate to the Parlis- 
ment of Mácon."—" Jottings." 
[We reprint the above prophecy because it is distinctly in- 
teresting in the light of to-day's events, and certainly the 
Bo coincidence is & queer one. But as for the prophesy 
it reads suspiciously like one of those ingenious " fakes" 
we have met with in the literature of war prophecy of late 
years In any case, in predicting the end of France 
under Boulanger it went hopelessly astray.—Ep.) 


THE L.S.A. MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT FUND. 
The L.S.A. Council and Licur acknowledge with thanks the 
following further donations towards the fund of £10,000:— 
£ s.å 

500 
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TELEPATHY, ITS NATURE AND FUTURE 
POSSIBILITIES. 


VIIL—Bv Sig AnTrHUR Conan DoyLe. 


In response to your request I wish I could say anything of 
any interest upon this subject, but I have no clear vision in my 
own mind, save that I am well convinced of its existence, I 
have found that with a good subject I could myself transfer 
such simple images as a triangle inside a circle, the percipient 
drawing the figure almost as quickly as I did. How it comes 
abont, or what extensions may come from it, is a mystery to 
It may be brain acting upon brain, or it may be spirit 
Nothing seems sure save the fact. 

A. Conan Dovre. 


me. 
whispering to spirit. 


IX.—Bv C. E. B. 

[C. E. B. is the editor of a contemporary, a physicist, and an 
occasional contributor to Licur on the scientific side. 
His recent comments on the natural gas theory (p. 177) 
are sufficient proof of his knowledge of and sympathy with 
psyehic research, which he has studied for many years. 
His remarks on telepathy will come rather as a cold 
douche to some of our readers. But cold douches are 
tonic, and it is well to hear all sides.] 


So far from anticipating any great development of 
telepathy on the practical side I rather expect that the 
phenomena will more probably prove to be a dwindling asset of 
human faculty. There seems to be no proof that telepathy 
can be cultivated, much less that it can be brought into 
seryiceable control. On the other hand, there is evidence that 
the gift is a rudimentary survival of some means of intercom- 
munication that preceded, if not language at any rate writing. 
Education has largely atrophied it by long disuse, and the 
most noteworthy and significant survivals appear to be among 
tribes void of the written mode of communication. As civilisa- 
tion goes on and the more reliable means of post, telegraph and 
telephone are extended, what lingering relics exist of the power 
of communicating thoughts by more occult means are surely 
more likely to disappear through disuse than to increase, 
though traces may long remain like the nictitating membrane 
of the eye and other rudimentary vestiges in our physical 
structure. 

Though there are very striking examples of telepathic 
powers, well attested and even accepted by those who pooh- 
pooh almost every other phase of occultism, it must be 
admitted that many rely upon supposed instances of thought- 
transference which can perfectly well be mere examples of the 
long arm of coincidence. We are thinking of someone, and, 
to our surprise, meet him at the next turn of the street. It 
is a terrific assumption that therefore thought-transference was 
at work; yet one often hears such cases quoted (as though 
they afforded convincing proof) by people who have gone 
through that experience, and forget the innumerable times 
thst they have thought of friends who have not appeared at 
the street corner. It is not in any way outside reasonable 
expectation that such coincidences should occur once in a 
while in anyone's experience, and to attribute them to thought- 
transference is entirely unnecessary, besides which it is 
illogical, as there is no real connection between the supposed 
transfer of thought and the meeting with some person of whom 
one is thinking. 

As an illustration of the extraordinary vagaries of coinci- 
dence I may mention the case of a doctor who told me the 
other day that with his wife he was counting seconds for the 
time exposure of a camera. A stop-watch was used by his 
wife for this purpose, but the last four or five seconds he 
counted orally in an absent-minded fashion. To their astonish- 
ment they found that as he began the oral counting the stop- 
watch by some mishap ceased going—just at the very moment 
that he started to count. No possible stretch of imagination 
could attribute this amazing coincidence to telepathy, but it 
was every bit as singular as many an incident thst has been 
too hastily attributed to supernormal causes. The story is not 


without its warning against such unfounded assumptions. 
C. E. B. 


Iv any of our readers have not made acquaintance with 
those storehouses of the results of long and painstaking re- 
search, the late Admiral Usborne Moore's “Glimpses of the 
Next State” and “ The Voices," we would draw their attention 
to the announcement on the back page, from which they will see 
that s limited number of copies of these valuable works can 
now be obtained at this office at considerably reduced prices. 
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LEVITATION : ANCIENT AND MODERN INSTANCES, 


The Rev. F Fielding-Ould, M.A., in the course of a recent 
address on the psychic experiences of the saints made the fol- 
lowing allusions to the phenomenon of levitation 
D. D. Home says : " During these elevations I usually ex- 


perience in my body no particular sensations other than what 
I can only describe as an electrical fullness about the feet 

St. Teresa (died 1582) says: " Sometimes my whole body 
was carried with my soul, so as to be raised from the ground, 


but this was seldom. When I wished to resist these raptures 


there seemed to me somewhat of such mighty force under my 
fect, which raised me up, that I knew not what to compare 


I Tor ako, 
ently succeeded in photo- 


graphing a psychic rod, a kind of column of occult f. rce, and 
the foregoing accounts of the sensations of the levitated might 
lead one to conclude that the phenomenon is accompanied hy 
the rising rod's presence beneath the feet, very much as a lift 


is sometimes, I understand, raised on a kind of steel pis- 


ton rod. 
Mrs. Wallis's control, however, says that objects, tables 


and so forth are raised usually from abore by 
feel sure that in the case of St. Francis, St. Ignatius, Loyola, 
St. Joseph Cupertino and other saints the power was from 


within, the body striving to follow the soaring spirit 


¢ by attraction, and I 


SUNLIGHT AND THE SOUL, 


Our personality has been well compared to the solar radia- 
tion, of which only a fraction is visible in the rainbow-tinted 
spectrum of sunlight. Beyond the red, at one side, and beyond 
the blue, at the other side, there are multitudes of invisible 
rays, which can be rendered perceptible by sppropriate means. 
Each pencil of the sun's rays carries with it a trinity of bene- 
diction to thisearth. The visible rays illuminate world and 
reveal the glory of Nature; the longer invisible rays warm the 
earth and givé us all our wind and water power 
invisible rays, beyond the t cover the earth with v 
and thus feed man and beast. What 
smallest part of the flux of energy streaming from the sun, but 
it is the least permanent. The invisible part of the solar radis- 
tion, which bathed the earth in ages long past, li 
day—on the one hand it warms and illumins 
on the other, it has h ] the surface 
compared with tl hick t 
the visible sunligt 3! and tran- 
sitory episode. So, too, in our human personali the emaller 


' ) 
and, perhaps, the least permanent part is that self of 
consc 


—Sm Wituam F. BanggrT, F.R.S., in the 
“ Contemporary Review 
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INVOCATION. 


of Dr 


ionally after attending one 


Verses written inspirat 
Vanstone's contemplation circles 
Ancient of Days! with every day uprisen, 

From hoariest eld, arrayed in morning dew, 

A fragile thought of Thee, Whom thoughts imprison, 
We re-exhale in thought of Thee anew 

Receive us now, in fall and sweet surrender 
Of all we are and all we hope to be, 

Enwheeled about of immaterial splendour, 
And worlds on worlds that re-embody Thee 


Thou Parent-fount of our most secret | 
The Spirit cries from 
And, swept beyond or mortal sound 
Is re-üpesught of Thy Divine embrace 


r ng 
r seeing, 


H 


Tae Rev. F. Fiztpixc-Ovrp will deliver his lecture, " The 
Psychic Experiences of the Saints," at the Church of St. Ethel- 
burga the Virgin, Bishopsgate Within, on Thursday, July 11th, 
at 3.30 p.m. The Rev. Dr. Cobb will take the chsir. Seats 
will be reserved on application. 

Messrs. Kecan Pavuk & Co. are publishing very shortly a 
little book, entitled “The Opening Door," edited by John 
Batten. It consists of communications received during the last 
three years, and purporting to come from a group of spirits 
under the leadership of Cardinal Manning, the other chief com- 
municators being Charles Kingsley and Samuel Wilberforce 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


6, QUEEN SQUARE, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 1, 


The Alliance possesses the largest Library in existence of occult, 
mystical, and psychical books, Subscription: Members, £1 18.; Asso» 


clates, 10s. Od. 
For prospectus, syllabus of meetings, classes, &c., apply to the 


Secretary. 


THE HEALERS AND THE HEALED. 


The method we have now been driven to adopt of call- 
ing in a higher world to redress the balance of the lower 
has developed itself of late years very remarkably in the 
direction of healing. The recovery of people sick in mind 
and body through the resort to supernormal agencies, or, 
in some instances, through supernormal powers coming to 
the rescue on their own account, has been proved many 
times to be a fact. It is true that the particular kind of 
power at work has been the subject of dispute. The 
orthodox medical man, while admitting the cure, has usually 
refused to accept the idea of a spirit operator, For our 
part, the theory —in this particular connection at least—is 

a side issue. The whole question is, was the patient cured 
or not? If the answer is " Yes," then here is a new idea, 
a new method, Study it, follow it. If there is really an 
unseen human agent at work he is not likely to be jealous 
of gaining the credit of the cure, and his existence is quite 
independent of the belief or disbelief of outsiders. You 
have the result, It is good; and if the fruit is good, the 
tree is good. 
That is very much the attitude taken up by E. M. S., 
the author of "One Thing I Know,"* a title obviously 
derived from the remark of the blind man who was given 
his sight by the Great Healer of Galilee, to the scandal of 
the Pharisees. That blind man, by the way, appears to have 
been the first of the Pragmatists. He had benefited by a 
fact and was quite indifferent as to whether or not it was 
an orthodox fact or squared with any pet theory. E. M. S., 
in the book under notice, tells an extraordinary story 
in a simple and sincere way. There is a preface by Mr. 
J. Arthur Hill, whose comments on the case are given in his 
own fashion, full of shrewd insight and good sense. He 
can speak with the authority of experience and a long and 
careful study of the questions involved, Further credentials 
take the form of "Testimonials" from Lady Lush, Mr. 
Eugene Stock, D.C.L., and the Rev. Canon Storr, Hon. 
Canon of Winchester Cathedral, ‘These testify to the 
veracity of the author, and to the facts, whatever their 
interpretation, being as she states them. The lady's medical 
adviser deposes to his patient's illness and her recovery. 
He does not accept the Spiritistic theory but has an 
explanation of his own involving the question of a mental 
“complex.” We are not unfamiliar with the theory of 
complexes, There is a good deal to be said for it; only it 
is apt to be overworked, Like telepathy, it is not sufficiently 
inclusive to cover all the facts of psychic science, 

E. M. S. relates that for fifteen years she had practi- 
cally Inin on her back, having only sufficient strength 
occasionally to get across her room or to walk into another 
room—an effort which always exhausted her. She had 
consulted over a dozen medical men, specialists and general 
practitioners had tried innumerable remedies and curative 

treatments, but without avail, One day a friend lent her 
"a copy of Lir, and her attention was arrested by a para- 
grep , entitled " The Ministry of Healing,” in which a lady 
escribed how she had been cured of a growth on the 
kidneys by a doctor from the spirit world, E, M.S, wrote 
SER Dl» (we wall seid: Uu and was put 
into touch with the medium, a young woman of excep- 
tional paychio powers ; and then follows the story, strange 
enough to all who are unfamiliar with paycho-therapeutics, 
of how the eure was effected, Lt has a special interest to 
all who are interested in the subject of healing, whether on 
their own behalf or that of others, and in its way it pro- 
vides valuable instruction for students of psychic science in 
its larger aspects, for the methods and difficulties of spirit 


“Joho M. Watkins (Ss, 6d, nes). 
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control and spirit communication are welk illustrated in thy 
various episodes narrated. If the case seems unique o 
even rare, the explanation is that so few of the persons why 
could give similar testimony have the courage or thy 
opportunity to record their experiences. 

In “Hypnotism and Treatment by Suggestion” * w, 
get another phase of this question of healing, The author, 
Dr. Albert E. Davis, of Liverpool, sets out in his book to 
explain in simple language the various treatments embraced 
in the term psycho-therapy, and his theory is everywhem 
buttressed by his own practical experience in various form: 
of mental treatment. Much, perhaps most, of what he 
says will be fairly old ground to students and practitioner 
of psycho-therapy, but to the man who knows nothing of 
these things, and his name, alas! is legion, the book may 
be of the highest value as a manual. Here is a new way 
open to him for the banishment of some of the “ills that 
flesh is heir to," or believes itself to be, which is very much 
the same thing, and indeed illustrates the argument from 
another direction, As regards Dr. Davis's theories, we are 
not quite at one with him in some directions. But that is 
a small matter. We return to our original proposition, If 
the method works well it is a good method. Further light 
will come with further practice and observation. In tho 
meantime Suggestion as a cure for various ills should be 
subjected to the severest tests by all of us. Many. of us 
have tried it with excellent results. It has its limits, of 
course, like everything else. It may make a lazy man 
energetic, but it will not make him prosperous in spite of 
his laziness. In some directions, however, its results border 
on the miraculous. Two quotations from the book may 
well come in here. They will illustrate Dr. Davis's treat- 


ment of his subject :— 

It seems almost too simple and too good to be true. But 
it is true, and it is founded on the great law that the subcon- 
scious part of mind governs the physical body and in its tum 
is controlled by reasoned suggestions from the conscious mind, 
Tt is not even necessary that the suggestions made in the first 
instance should be true: they may be quite contrary to faot 
and apparently opposed to all reason, By reiteration the de- 
sired effect is ad and they become true, When a person 
in pain persists in saying, “I have no pain," or an inveterate 
smoker in saying, “I have no desire to smoke,” the one is 
opposed to sensation and the other to fact, The effect, how- 
ever, is soon apparent: the pain lessens, and the desire to 
smoke is diminished. 

It may seem foolish for a person who is in pain to keep on 
repeating to himself, “ My pain is getting better" or "I have 
no pain.” To.act in that way would appear to be opposed to 
common sense. A little reflection will prove that the hasty 
conclusion is a wrong one. The message which is uttered is 
being conveyed to a part of the mind which is incapable of 
controversial argument, and constant repetition will havo its 

effect. That mind, prior to this, has implicitly belioved its pos- 
sossor every time he said, “Iam very ill.” Why should it not 
be convinced oven more by suggestions which are in conformity 
with the natural desire to be strong and healthy P 

Tt is an excellent book, Small doubt it will guide some 
of its readers to health along new lines. So many cures 
have been wrought in these directions that we may safely 
forecast such a result. But let its consultants use their 
common sense. ‘There are some diseases that need the aid 
of a physician. Serious complaints should come under the 
attention of a qualified medical man, and the patients’ own 

effort at self-suggestion employed only as a reinforeoment 
of the doctor's efforts. 


L.S.A. Garnes Parry,—Dr. Ellis T. Powell having kindly 
offered the use of the garden of his residence, " Rosedone,” 
Christchurch Avenue, Brondesbury Park, N.W., for a garden 
party on Saturday afternoon, July 13th, those members of the 

ndon Spiritualist Alliance who desire to be present are asked 
to send in their names to the hon. secretary of the Alliance at 
an early dato, As mentioned by Mr. Withall at the social 
meeting on the 30th ult., tea will be fprovided, but guests will 
Eee ptr to bring their own more solid refreshments, such as 

and, of course, sugar! "Those who attended the last 
function at “ Rosedene " are cautioned that thoy will now find 
in war condition, owing to dearth of labour for keep- 


a 
ing it in proper trim, 
*Simpkin, Marshall (Qs. 6d, net). 
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THE EDUCATION OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By 


Henry Fox. 


Roal oducation is not so much book learning or knowledge 
of tho classics or mathematics or science or history as self- 
dovolopmont. ‘The heart and soul require development quito 
a much as the head and intellect; and a man who has never 
larnt to know himself and all that he is or is capable of be- 
coming has never yet been properly educated—though he be 
the most brilliant scholar. Our universities produce numbers 
of those brilliant scholars, but very few really educated men. 
Tho more brilliant their {scholarship, often the more ignorant 
they are of themselves, because their intellects have been cul- 
tivated to the neglect of their hearts and souls. The inner 
man has thus often been shrivelled up till he hardly exists at all. 

Yet the world needs souls even more than intellects, for 
man is soul—and is not merely intellect. 

Germany is the standing proof of this; and our own imita- 
tions of German intellect confirm this proof. 

Our great superiority over the Germans lies in this—that 
wo have not yet quite exterminated our souls. Our higher 
wlucation has had something of the real man behind it, and so 
our land and our race still stand for something profoundly 
human, whilst Germany stands for something profoundly in- 
human, 

It is far more important for us to know what a man really 
isin his inner self than to measure what he knows. If the 
manis "a wrong sort," his knowledge makes him the more 
dangerous, A brilliant scholar, in political power over us, may 
bea danger to his country. A man of great heart and of 
limited "education," as we call it, may be the saviour of his 
country, Everyone knows examples of this; and so we are 
driven to the conclusion that the education of a man's spiritual 
nature is far more important to him and to us than the educa- 
tion of his intellect on the lines which secure for him at present 
all the great prizes of life. 

For that reason Mr. Bernard Shaw seems to have some 

grounds for looking at Mr. Fisher's scheme of secondary educa- 
tion for the masses as a very considerable national danger 
‘unless it is founded on something more fundamental than Mr. 
Fisher or any other great scholar seems ever yet to have 
realised, In other words, unless man's education begins with 
knowledge of himself, he is cultivating his lower self at the 
expense of his higher nature. He loses thereby his inspiration, 
and becomes more or less of a soul-less pedant. ‘The education 
of the future calls for a higher ideal of education than what we 
call scholarship. This ideal is supplied by the knowledge and 
cultivation of the inner man as proclaimed and taught by 
Spiritualism, by which is meant not so much the cultivation of 
intercourse with the spirit-world through mediums, as the 
stimulation of the growth of man's own consciousness of the 
spirit-world and such a soul-enlightenment that at last he comes 
to regard himself as something quite different from his body, 
hissenses and his intellect. His point of view about all men 
and all things in heaven or earth is then entirely altered : he 
wes himself as a mere temporary inhabitant of this world of 
physical life and sensation—a spiritual being clothed in flesh 
for definite purposes and with a definite mission to fulfil. 
Whether or no he recognises that he has been here before 
matters but little. What does really matter is this—that he 
knows that he is not here for his own purely personal ambitions 
or pleasure or profit. ‘The more he knows his real self, the less 
tolfish he becomes. Orthodox religions may have signally failed 
—as they often do—to change his attitude towards his fellow 
men; but Spiritualism in its higher aspects makes him feel that 
hois one of them as they are part of him. It is a revelation 
of man’s real unity, and this revelation becomes the foundation 
of all his political, social, moral and intellectual life. 

This affects his views about everything. Is it politics he 
has to face P "Then he faces it for others’ sake to help his 
brother in sorrow, grief, or poverty. Is it social reform ? Then 
his ideas of reconstruction are built on the fundamental unity 
of all men's clashing interests. His sympathies are with the 
E afflicted, not with the rich, the prosperous, and the 

ious. Tasit ignorance P He knows where and how ignor- 

ance disappears from the human heart and where real know- 
ledge begins. This seoms to be the greatest revelation of 
Spiritualism, and is of more practical importance than personal 
comfort and all its hopes hereafter. 

An education which is built up on such a foundation will 
produce scholars none the less brilliant that they have another 
source of both knowl and wisdom open to them—a new 
surco of inspiration which will make entirely for the great 
euso of human progress, Tho scholarship of the future will 
bedeeper and wider than the scholarship of tho past, and who 
shall venture to say whore it will ond ? Knowledge will grow 
with freedom of mind and thought, and will deliver men's minds 


CIGHT. 
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from the thraldom of force and fear, now represented by Pots- 
dam and Purgatory in all their varieties. History, politics, and 
scionco will run on new lines in the coming day. 

The light is beginning already to pierce through the clouds 
which hide the real truth from our intellects, As the light 
grows, we shall find that any need to resort to experiments with 
mediums or similar attempts to pierce the darkness has been 
rendered obsolete by a higher consciousness from within. Then 
our real scholars will be those who will lead the way with their 
higher knowledge. This war is rapidly proving to us that for 
the whole human race life on this globe is intolerable without 
this higher education. Nothing else can reconstruct our 
civilisation, and even though it may mean the casting of all our 
political, social, and religious institutions into the melting-pot 
to be cleansed, purged, and refined from the grossness of their 
selfishness and ignorance, that reconstruction must sooner or 
later be undertaken. The object of our efforts in our prayers 
should be more light, for victory will follow the light, and 
light alone will conquer the world of darkness. 


THE SOUL 


AND THE SADDUCEE. 


Sir William Barrett’s lecture, " The Soul and Our Modern 
Sadducees," delivered at the residence of Lord and Lady 
Glenconner, Queen Anne's Gate, on Thursday, the 13th inst., 
Was heard by a large and deeply interested audience, which 
included a high dignitary of the Church. As the address is, 
we understand,;to appear in the form of an article in a monthly 
magazine, we can only give a brief resumé of it here. 

The Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M.A., who occupied the chair, 
referred to the lecturer as one of those who had laid the 
foundations of modern psychical research. 

Sir William, in the course of his preliminary observa- 
tions, alluded to the saying of the late Professor James that 
“the soul had gone out of fashion." James himself strongly 
opposed the materialism of his time, and his remark indicated 
his awareness of the tendency to explain all the facts of 
consciousness and personality in the terms of matter. The 
soul was regarded as a function of the brain, something 
incidental to the play of physical activity—in scientific phrase 
an epiphenomenon. To-day the soul was no longer out of 

fashion. This devastating war had brought home to the minds 
of the community a sense of the great realities—a sense which 
previously had fallen into abeyance. To-day the lines of 
division between sect and sect were being broken down; there 
was a feeling of brotherhood and of the essential spiritual 
unity underlying all forms of religious doctrine. The lecturer 
then passed to a consideration of the events which long before 
the war had led many to the idea that some of the evidence 
needed to stem the materialism of the time might be obtained 
along the lines of a study of psychical phenomena. Much of 
what he said in this connection, although familiar to old 
students of the subject, will be (when published) of the deepest 
interest to inquirers, especially the sketch which he gave of the ` 
great work of the Psychical Research Society, in the course of 
which he mentioned that its members had included all recent 
Presidents of the Royal Society, beginning with Sir William 
Crookes. The S.P.R. had a larger representation in science, 
art, literature and the Church than any other scientific body. 
Only two men, Mr. Arthur James Balfour and himself, were 
left of the original vice-presidents, although one of the mem- 
bers of the first Council, Mr. Percival, was still amongst them 
and was present that evening. Sir William paid a high tribute 
to the work of the Spiritualists precedent to the establishment 
of the Society. There had been some distinguished minds 
amongst the early Spiritualists and he instanced Professor De 
Morgan, the celebrated mathematician, and Dr. Alfred Russel 
Wallace. “All honour," said Sir William, " to those pioneers 
whose courage was so great, so noble and so devoted!" The 
strong testimony the distinguished lecturer bore to the para- 
mount importance of the religious aspects of the movement was 
significant, coming as it did from a typical scientist and 
psychical investigator. Sir William touched lightly upon some 
highly controversial matters. He seemed to think it conceiv- 
able that the soul might be inherited from the parents, and 
found reincarnation and conditional immortality not unreason- 
able hypotheses, He also exhibited some spirit drawings of 
unusual artistic morit, but found no time to go thoroughly into 
the subject of such phenomena. 
Sir William spoke for nearly an hour and a half, and was 
listened to with the deepest interest. At the close Major 


Hilder Daw moved a vote of thanks, which was seconded by 
Dr. Abraham Wallace. 


Tue Eprrog will be absent on a brief holiday by the time 
these lines appear, — Letters needing his personal attention will 
bo held over until his return. 
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A TREASURY OF CONSOLATION. 


Geratp Massey ow Peyvcuic EVIDENCES. 


“What would I give,” said to me a poor fellow who had 
lost a dear little one, “ if I could only believe that she is living 
still, and near me, and that I shall see her and have her again!” 
But he could not ; that state of mind which we call faith had 
not been wrought out in him. Now this later revelation of 
Spiritualism makes its first appeal to belief, by demonstrating 
the fact of continued existence in another life; that gives us a 
fine, fresh start for jumping the life to come—repeats for us 
the proofs, indefinitely multiplied, said to have been given in 
miracles eighteen hundred years ago, and believed in generally 
up to the point at which the "britchin' breaks.” It gives not 
only faith but positive assurance. This time the existence of 

'the spiritual world is going to be placed on a firmer footing 
‘than ever—not as a mere creed or dogma, but as a verified, 
enduring, ever-present, familiar fact. In truth, I believe the 
i will be lived in the presence of the Unseen as it never 
the dim religious light which has been lovely 
with no more life in it, will be changed into 
d vivid day, whilst all that is worth having in 
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Once more arisen full-length to their feet, 
In spite of coffin, grave, or winding sheet. 
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with a death-bed clutch of the delivering hand that ress, 
down to lift us into new life. 

I cannot help laughing to myself at times as I think of vi, 
this much maligned and despised Spiritualism is sbost , 
accomplish. Here are our clergy asserting Sunday i^, 
Sunday, in the name of God, any number of things which y, 
number of listeners do not believe, only they have heard the 
repeated till past all power of impinging—things which thy 
themselves do not believe if they ever come to question thy 
own souls. And here is this new thing in our midst tht, 
destined to put a new soul into belief, and usher in a resuny 
tion day. It is like watching the grim black thunder«loj, 
mounting the dead calm sky with a deliberate haste that msk 
you hold your breath till they touch the sharp edge of aj 
other. 

How little do they dream of the new dawn that is comi 
up the sky! Nay, it is already flaming in at the windows, s 
trying to look into the shut eyes of the sleepers, which» 
fast closed to the glory shining on their faces, For the Lai 
hath poured out upon them the spirit of deep sleep, and bs 
closed their eyes. They are dreaming how to roll the way 
back the other way once more into the night of the past, em 
while they are passing face upwards beneath the radiant vi 
over their heads which is the dawn ofa day that is not thin 
blind to the splendour of its coming; deaf to the birds of lige 
that are up and singing; and senseless to this amazing appe. 
tion of God Himself, who is now on earth with a visible p 


possessions with a terrible tenacity, knowing they have w 
spiritual kingdom. 

“ Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, for ye shut up te 
kingdom of heaven against men.” And it has burst open te 
door ye closed, and the keys are dashed for ever from jw 

If the so-called religious world did but believe, and o 
really know what they profess to believe! Have they w 


read, in the prophecy of Joel, that it should come to passifz. 


that God would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh, ei | 
our sons and our daughters should prophesy, our old se 
dream dreams, our young men see visions, and “also upont& 
servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I zd 
my Spirit" ? 

If they would but comprehend that the book of Reveleta 
is not closed! And it is not for us to determine beforetal 
the shape in which that prophecy shall be fulfilled—not fors 
to prescribe the laws and the limits to the going forth of & 
Spirit of God ; and after all, these manifestations may be fm 
Him! If they could but admit the possibility of His pasz 
over the consecrated churches and revealing His presence ts 
few simple outsiders, as of old He passed over the prided 
Greece and Rome, and chose the son of a carpenter and iis 
poor unlettered fishermen to be the living lamps of the lite 


Consider now, you who accept Christ as sole module 
between God and man, in time and eternity—consider à 
countless questions that will arise in the human mind to whe 
no answer is given in the Christian record, the mysteries lå 
í the problems unsolved, and then remember # 
words, “Ihave many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear the 
now.” Do you not suppose he would try to communicate the 
later revelations— these truths for which the world was not pr 
pared in his mortal lifetime ? 

If they could but understand what Spiritualism is going” 
rue for real faith and MIA truth, instead of shouting lt 

fire-engines to come and put out the conflagration wt 
reddening the sky, as they will do when they wake, they v9 
embrace us and aid us all they could. For see—just w* 
scientific research is getting too much for the old creeds—45* 
we have discovered the secret of life in Protoplasm, s 

| 

| 

! 


without any illumination for themselves ! 


are on the point of finding the mechanical equivalent of o 
sciousness ; just when we are assuming that force comes {st 
the visible side of phenomena, and thought is only moles 
motion, and mind a property possessed by matter; just sif 
the scientific report is that the deeper we dive, the farther? 
recedes the supposed heart-beat of the eternal life; and tom 
ionia utile dae nie Cate 
possibly , found our long-lost 
of earth in the fields, or forests, or floods ol the iS 
breaks this revelation from the unknown and, as they assume 
unknowable, Just when we had proved that miracles could ot 
be, and therefore never had been, in breaks the miraculous o 
more; we have one " Hume" answered by the other (Hos! 
and the impossibility of a thing does not prevent its happens 


June 22, 1918.) 


he whole realm of mystery is once more wide open, the parti- 
in walls will be thrown down flat, together with all who 
sned their whole weight upon them, and there is one more 
hance for God in our corner of the universe ! 
—From “Concerning Spiritualism,” by 
GgnALD Massey. 


FIGURE 5 IN THE WAR, 


“The Globe " of the 6th inst. contained an article of nearly 
peolumn in length consisting simply of a list of outstanding 
grents associated with the war, which have occurred either on 
the filth, fifteenth, or twenty-fifth of the month. We will 
content ourselves by quoting those which occurred on the 5th 
gone. Beginning by pointing ont that it was on July 5th, 
1914, that the Kaiser presided over a conference at Potsdam 
of the leading men of Germany, such as General Moltke, then 
Chief of Staff, Admiral von Tirpitz, great bankers, railway 
directors, and captains of industry, and, it is stated, asked 
esch of them in turn whether he was ready for war, the writer 
goes on to remind us that this conference was succeeded 
among other occurrences by the following: On August 5th our 
Foreign Office made the announcement of the declaration of 
war; on September 5th the Germans reached the nearest point 
to Paris that their armies have ever occupied ; on December 
ith they occupied Lodz, On May 5th, 1915, the Germans 
daimed a victory at Ypres; on July 5th the Kaiser is reported 
tohave made a remarkable speech in which he said the war 
would be over in October. On the same day the British took 
the offensive and advanced north of Ypres. On October 5th 
Franco-British troops landed at Salonica, and M. Venizelos 
msgned. On November 5th the rumoured resignation of 
[ord Kitchener was announced and officially denied. On 
January 5th, 1916, the Premier announced the Government's 
decision to adopt compulsory service, On June 5th Lord 
Kitehener was drowned in the " Hampshire." On December 5th 
Mr. Asquith's ultimatum appeared in the Press, and Mr. Lloyd 
George tendered his resignation. On January 5th, 1917, an 
important conference of the Allies took place in Rome, and on 
the same day Braila was captured by the enemy. On February 
ith diplomatic relations between Germany and the United 
States are reported to have been broken ‘off. On April 5th 
the Germans attacked at Rheims, and on May 5th the French 
gained a victory at Craonne. On June 5th there was a battle 
in the North Sea, one destroyer being sunk and another severely 
damaged. Lastly it was on the 5th of last January that Mr. 
Lloyd George made his famous speech on the Allies’ war aims. 
The article concludes with the reflection that " We shall shortly 
be entering on the fifth year of the war, and the cabalist may 
find some manifestation in this fact to hearten or depress us." 
A few days later a correspondent wrote to the “ Globe” to 
all attention to another coincidence— viz. that in commemora- 
tion of the sinking of the “ Lusitania” on July 7th, 1915, a 
medal was struck bearing the mistaken date July 5th, 1915. 


THE 


Big AnrHUR Conan Dovre!'s book, “The New Revelation,” 
can be obtained at Licur Office for 3s. 03d. post free. 

Just as we go to press we learn with sorrow of the passing 
of Lieutenant William McKenzie, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Hewat McKenzie, who succumbed on the 12th inst. to wounds 
tecéived in Palestine. Lieutenant McKenzie passed away 
in & Greek monastery in Jerusalem. 

“PaopLems or Personatity.’~—Mr. E. Kay Robinson 
writes to thank us for the notice given on page 190 to his 
tenarks on this subject, and to point out that his little maga- 
zine, published at Warham, Glamorgan-road, Hampton Wick, 
is entitled “The Meaning of Life," not “ The Purpose of Life.” 
The latter was the title of an article. He makes the correc- 
lion to enable any of our readers who are acquainted with 
tuthentic cases of the kind quoted to send them to him. 

Mus, D. Parker, of Braughing. Herts, was in her bed- 
mom on April 24th when she thought she heard twice the 
voice of her soldier son calling “Mother.” She ran down- 
airs, thinking he had come home, but there was no one 
there, This week-end she has been officially notified that her 
wu, Private H. R, Parker, Middlesex Regiment, was killed in 
ution on April 24th.—'' Evening News” for the 17th inst. 

BrrurruALISTS! NATIONAL Union, Lav.—The secretary of 
the Union, Mr. Hanson G. Hey (30, Glen-terrace, Clover Hill, 
Halifax),writes that all the retiring officers and members of the 
Council have been re-nominated, and as no new names have 
leen put forward, they are re-elected. He adds: “ On behalf 
of the E.C. I wish to thank all those members and societies who 
lave writton their acceptance of the Council's advice, It is 
incouraging to know that effort is appreciated,” 


LOL GUT. 
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A VALUABLE TESTIMONY, 


AUTOMATIC WRITING 


I have not so far seen any reference in Liou? to the valu- 
able personal testimony to the actuality of the phenomena 
known as "automatic writing" which is borne in the April 
number of the " Nineteenth Century and After" by a lady 
contributor who writes under the twofold signature " Mary E. 
Monteith (Elizabeth Vaile)” The testimony derives its value 
not merely from the high standing of the magazine in which it 
appears, but from the calm—one may also say the detached— 
way in which it is set out, This witness is evidently not a 
woman of the hysterical and emotional type, but one who is 
able to keep a level head and judge dispassionately of the facta 
which come under her observation. She begins at once by ad- 
mitting that automatic writing, though it has played a large 
part in converting people to a belief in a future life, runs 
the gauntlet of severe criticism owing to the fact that a similar 
form of writing is demonstrated in hysterical cases in the great 
nerve hospital of Europe, Nevertheless she is satisfied that 
real messages are received by this means both from excarnate 
and incarnate individuals—in the latter case quite irrespective 
of distance. Her interest in the subject was aroused some 
years ago by learning of the receipt of imperative messages 
for her by a perfect stranger who could have known nothing 
of the communicating individual in his earth life, the said mes- 
sages being accompanied by decided proofs of the personality 
of the sender, This individual, whom the writer refers to as 
" Dr. Neil," urged her to develop her own latent faculty, and 
before long she was able to verify a message which encouraged 
her to continue, The first part of this message was given in 
her presence through the hand of a friend, and was to the 
effect that there were people in distress at a certain number in 
a certain street in the town, and that Miss Vaile was to go and 
see what she could do for them. Later she was told through 
her own hand that the people had but recently lost their 
parents and were in need of work. The directions given 
were followed and the facts found to be as stated, This was 
only the beginning of a series of very remarkable veridical 
communications, including more than one fulfilled prediction, 
which the author goes on to narrate at length. The whole article 


well deserves perusal. 
D. R. 


TO-MORROW'S SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


These notices are confined to announcements of meetings on the coming 
Sunday, with the addition only of other engagements in the same 
week. They are charged at the rate of 1s. for two lines (including the 
name of the eoclety) and 6d. for every additional line. 


Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour-street, W. 1.—6.30 p.m., 
Mr. E. Haviland. 30th, Mr. A. Vout Peters. 

The London Spiritual Mission, 13, Pembridge-place, W.2— 
11, Mr. Horace Leaf; 6.30, Mr. P. E. Beard. 26th, Miss 
McCreadie. 

Spiritualiat Church of the New Revealing, 131, West End 
Lane, Hampstead.—11, Mrs. Mary Davies; 6.30, Rev. D. F. 
Stewart, M.A., " Caresses of the Infinite." 

Brighton Spiritualist Brotherhood, — Old Steine Hall.—11.30 
and 7, addresses by Miss Felicia Scatcherd. Monday, 7.45, 
special lecture by Miss Scatcherd on her personal experiences ; 
silver collections. Tuesday and Thursday, 7.45, enquirers, 
Lyceum every Sunday at 3. Visitors invited, 

Brighton.— Windsor Hall, Windsor-street.—11.15 and 7, 
addresses by Mr. O. Todd; descriptions by Miss Fawcett and 
Miss Hoskins: 9, Lyceum. Wednesday at 5, public meeting. 

Kingston-on- Thames, Bishop's Hall.—6.30, address by Mr. 
E. Mead.—M. W. 

Holloway.—Grovedale Hall (near Highgate Tube Station).— 
11.15 and 7, Mrs. Jennie Walker, of Canada. Lyceum every 
Sunday at 3. 26th, Mrs. A. Jamrach; solo by Master Sam 
Murray. 

Camberwell. —Masmie Hall.—11, Mr. Heritage ; 6.30, Mr. 
A. V, Peters. 30th, 11, Mr. H. E. Hunt; 6.30, Mr. R. Boddington. 

Battersea.—45, St. John's Hill, Clapham Junction.—11.15, 
circle service ; 6.30, Mrs. Podmore. 27th, 8.15, Mr. H. Leaf. 

Lewisham.—The Priory, High-street-—3.30 and 7 p.m, 
Fulham Lyceum open sessions; 5 p.m, tea provided. í 

Reading:—Spiritual Mission, 16, Blagrave-street:—Address 
by Rev. Susanna Harris.—T. W, L. 

‘oolwich and Plumstead.—Perseverance Hall, Villas-road, 
Plumstead.—3, Lyceum; 7, Mr. H, Wright, addréss and clair- 
voyance, 


THERE are those who will have Heaven to be a fixed and 
changeless place of everlasting happiness, But if Heaven hath 
no end, neither can it have boundaries ; wherefore change must: 
ever endure !—M. Ls F, S. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 
CONAN DOYLE’S NEW BOOK ON THE SPIRIT WORLD 


THE NEW REVELATION. 
BY ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE. 


Price 3/6 net. „n “Postage 3id. 


Dedicated to all the brave men and women, humble or learned, who 
have had the moral courage during seventy years to face ridicule and 
worldly disadvantages in order to testify to an all-important truth. 


HODDER & STOUGHTON, Publishers¢ EONDON, F.C. 


SPECIAL OFFER. 


We have secured a limited number of the remainder of 
VICE-ADMIRAL USBORNE MOORE'S BOOKS. 
“GLIMPSES OF THE NEXT STATE.” 


This book contains the narrative of a man wholly devoid of psychic faculties, 
who has been led by a ministering visitant from the next state of consciousness 
into the investigation of Spiritism. 


Published at 7/6 net. Cloth, 642 pages. 
post free. 


“THE VOICES,” 
A Sequel to “Glimpses of the Next State." 
A Collection of Abridged Accounts of Sittings for the Direct Voice. 


Published at 5.- net. Cloth, 461 pages. 
post free. 


New copies offered at 5.- 


New copies offered at 4.- 


Liaut Office, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1. 


NOT SILENT IF DEAD! 
By H. (HAWEIS). Through the Mediumship of Parma. 
* From beginning to end it is wholesomely and ardently good.” — 
Licsr. 
Fourth Edition. Cloth. 195 pages. Price 2/1 post free. 
Office of Licut, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.C. 1. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR ST., PORTMAN SQUARE, W. 1. 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, ar 6.30 P.u., Mr. E Haviland. 
June 30th, Mr. A. Vout Peters. 

Welcome to all. Admission Free. Collection. 
jnway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge's, Oxford St., 
five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 

Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 232p. 
At 11 a.m. ... 


02 2 2 MB. HORACE LEAF. 
At630pm.  .. .. .. =  NR.P. R BEARD. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 267s, AT 720 P.M., 


MISS McCREADIE. 


THE CHURCH OF HIGHER MYSTICISM, 
22, PRINCES STREET, CAVENDISH SQUARE, W.1. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 2up. 


Atliam. « a Mrs. Fairclough Smith. Address. 
At 6.30 p.m. 2 ee Mrs. Fairclough Smith. Address. 


Healing Service after the Evening Meeting. 


emen 1.90 p.m., Lectures Mes. FarRcLOvoH Surra at 
Z on Avena oe gran str o 
. Rly.). 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Brondway, Wimbledon. 
SUNDAY NEXT, JUNE Zap. 

Evening 6.30, Bervice =. ..  — MR. ERNEST HUNT. 


WEDNESDAYS.—Healing, 5 to 5. From 5 to 6, Mr. Richard A, 
Bush sttends to give information about the subject of Spirit- 


ualism, welcomed, Next Wednesday, 7.30, MEETING 
FOR MEMBERS ONLY. 4 


W. T, STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY & BUREAU, 
22a, Regent Street, S.W. 1. 
Holds s Meeting every THURSDAY AFTERNOON at 330 pm, at 


The International Psychic Club, 2 Rege 
ww a 


Members and friends are welcome. 
"Thursday, June 27th 398 - .. MISS MeCREADIE. 


Printed by Tue Fauss Purvriso 
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Suffered by Animals at the Hand of Man. Edited by Sidne 


Illustrations. Cloth, new copy, 3s.—'' Sex Problems in Worry and Work" 
By Wm. Lee Howard, 


France and Belgium. By Douglas Gol 


Travellers' Edition, wit. 


* Japan: An Interpretation." By Lafcadio Hearn. Cloth. new, 549 pages, 
4s. a he Dep. Doctor, A South African Story. By Richard Delis, 
Cloth, 671 pages, 2s. - 


in the n: By J. E. Patterson. Published 6s. Cloth, new oon 
36 es, 1s. 9d. —* Es ; 
Cloth, ages, 9s.—* Man Mentally and Physically Considered.” Th 


The Voices. By Vice-Admiral Usborne Moore ; 4s. post free, 
Spirit Teachings Through Wm. Stainton Moses ; 6s. 6d. post free. 


I Heard a 
Man is a Spirit. By J. Arthur Hill; post free 5s. 6d. 


puo dtespenue Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion- 
2q 
8 


ASSOCIATION, 284, and 
A em E pias Pelee nag Published for the Proprietors st 


W.C 1.—Saturday, June 22, 1915. 


(June 22, y 


NOW READY, NEW EDITION, 


SPIRIT TEACHINGS. 


Through the Mediumship of William Stai 
(“M.A. Oxon.") ainton Moses 


By Automatic or Passive Writing, 
With a Biography by Charlton T. Speer and Two Full-Pago p, 


Ortnju 
Eighth Edition, Bound in Cloth, 324 pages, price 6/- not 
or post free 6/6 } 


Office of LIGHT, 6, Queen Square, Southampton Row, W.0, | 


SECOND-HAND BOOKS FOR SALE 


At Office of ‘Light,” 6, Queen Square, Southampty, 
Row, W.C. 1. Post free, cash with order, 


* The Natural and Supernatural ; or Man, Physical, Apparitional, and 
Spiritual" By J. Enmore Jones. Very scarce. Cloth, 484 pages, & 
“The Near and Heavenly Horizons.” By Madame de Gasparin, Clq) 
311 pages, 1s. 6d.—** Atomic Consciousness—Abridgment." Hy J. Bathurg 
Be osopher and seer. Cloth, 58 pages, 2s.— ‘The Burden of Woman’ 

ompiled by Frank Mond. Cloth, pages, 2s. 4d.— Human Physiology 
The Basis of Sanitary and Social Science.” By T. L. Nichols, M.D, Wig 
70 illustrations. Cloth, new cony. 5e T Who's Who for 1916," An Annu 
Biographical Dictionary. Over 20,000 Biographies. Cloth, 2,452 pages, & 
6d.—* Studies of Paris.” By Edmondo De Amicis, including Studies g 
Hugo and Zola. Cloth, 276 pages, 2s. 6d.—'' Beautiful Joe," The Au 
DELE ofa Dog. By Marshall Saunders. A Classic of Animal Life 
Cloth, new copy, illustrated by Chas. Copeland. 399 pages, 2s, 100.—" T», 
Under Dog." A Series of Papers by Various Authors on the Wrong 


Trist 


M.D. Cloth, new copy, 204 pages, 28. 10d.—" Esoterie 
Anthropology. The Mysteries of Man." A Confidential Treatise on th 
Functions, Attractions and Perversions, Anatomical, Physiological 
Therapeutical, Hygienic and Hydropathic, By T. L. Nichols, M.D. Cloth, 
new copy, 340 pages, 6s.—‘* Ways of LV A Book of Adventure ig 
“iy Illustrated by Edgar 

Lander. Cloth, new copy. 228 pages, 1s. 8d.—"* doseiping Guide to Wales’ 
R Maps, Plans, and Photographic Illustrations, % 


“Bond Slaves.” A realistic Essex Story of Farmen 


says from the Unseen.” Recorded by AT 


ysteries ot M 


M ae Healing. By B. Copson Garratt. Cloth, 237 page, 
2s. 64.—** What 


Saw in Russia.” By the Hon. Maurice Baring. Cloth 


illustrated, 381 pages, 1s. 3d. 


BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY SIR A, CONAN DOYLE | 


Raymond ; or, Life and Death. By Sir Oliver Lodge ; 11s. post fre. 
Psychical Investigations. Some Personally Observed Proofs of Sar 


vival. By J. Arthur Hill ; 6s. 6d. post free. 


The — of Prychic Phenomena. By W. J. Crawford, D.Sc. ; 5,61 
t free. 
On the Threshold of the Unseen. ‘An Examination of the Phenomena 


of Spiritualism and of the Evidence for Survival after Death. Bj 
Sir Wm. F. Barrett, F.R.S. ; 7s. post free. 


Is Spiritualism of the Devil’? By Rev. Fielding-Ould ; 3d. post free. 
Our Self After Death. By Rev, Arthur Chambers; 1s. 3d. post fre, 
Primitive Christianity and Modern Psychic Phenomena. By Rev. Chu 


L. Tweedale : 4d. post free, 


ter Death. Or Letters from Julia Through W. T. Stead; 3s. p*t 


free. 
Life and Seas Experiences of E. Dawson Rogers; Ei post free. 


oice, By A King's Counsel ; post free 6s. 5c 


Licur Office, 6, Queen-square, Southampton-row, W.C. 1. 


uare, London. W.O. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Fre 
Mondays and Fridays, 2 to 5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 5 to8pm | 
ial Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee according € J 


means). In 1916 nearly 2,000 treatments were given with excel 
resulta, i 


Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. ps 


annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use of larg 
fbessy * Holdiees speciali 


y invited. Apply Hon. Sec, 


vacan. | when in London should : stay tt 


Hunstanton House, 18, Noel gardens, als N.W. d 
. Pancras 


| 

| 

| 

« 

- M 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 4s. Bed and Brest | 
fast; no charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stan l 
Watte, Prcprietress. 4 


“(faratiye Suggestion," by Robert McAllen. 
Explains bow hypnotic suggestion acta, with evidence sbowisi 
ite value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disordem. 
as Insomnis, Neurasthenia, &c.; free by post from the auth, 
Regent House, Regent-street, London, W. 1, and Croydon. 
econd-Hand copy of * Raymond, or Life an 
Death." By Sir Oliver Lodge For sale, in fair condition 6 
ee 2 from L:aHT Office 6, Queen Square, Sonthamptcn Rov 


ife and Spiritual Experiences of E, Daws 


m. Late Editor of Licut and President of the L.S. 
2 portraits, post free. or 3s. 6d. dozen. List 
Eae vun Li ee Row, W.C. 1s 


